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And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” 

Luke 9:23 ESV 

Beneath Foundations for Eternal 
Life

Foundations for Eternal Life

“Foundations for Eternal Life,”
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“Common 
Deceptions,”

“Chapter Summary”

Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his 
name together! Psalm 34:3 ESV 
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Blessed are those who find wisdom,  
those who gain understanding,  

for she is more profitable than silver  
and yields better returns than gold.   
She is more precious than rubies;  

nothing you desire can compare with her. 
Proverbs 3:13-15 NIV 

“Nothing you desire can compare with her.”  
wisdom

understanding
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wisdom understanding

wisdom understanding

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 

Psalm 34:8 ESV 
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truth, knowledge, understanding, wisdom

truth

truth
truth error
truth

false
“Beneath 

Foundations for Eternal Life”

knowing understanding
wisdom

truth knowledge understanding wisdom

truth, knowledge, under-
standing, wisdom
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And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 
more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you 
may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. Philippians 1:9-11 ESV 
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Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.  In fact, the 
reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to 
the truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. John 18:37-38 NIV 

truth

truth

truth

truth
truth

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. John 1:17 ESV 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life.” John 14:6 ESV 

“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth.”  John 16:13 NIV 

“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”  
 John 17:17 ESV 

“In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world 
is to testify to the truth.  Everyone on the side of truth 
listens to me.” John 18:37 NIV 
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Truth
truth.

truth
truth.

truth.
truth.

truth.
truth

“These are the words of him who is holy and true . . .”  
 Revelation 3:7 NIV 

The man who saw it has given testimony, and his 
testimony is true.  He knows that he tells the truth, and 
he testifies so that you also may believe. John 19:35 NIV 

This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who 
wrote them down.  We know that his testimony is true.  
 John 21:24 NIV 

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do 
your father’s desires.  He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks out of 
his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 
 John 8:44 ESV 
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Truth

wrong information about how things 
actually are.  

Truth

truth



16 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”  
Hosea 4:6 WEB 

We know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 

1Corinthians 8:1 WEB 

truth

truth

Knowledge.  Knowledge
truth
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knowledge

knowledge
truths

knowledge skill understanding
wisdom

kill, understanding, and 
wisdom 

“Knowledge puffs up”
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Now as for these four youths, God gave them knowledge 
and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had 
understanding in all visions and dreams. Daniel 1:17 WEB 

knowledge
skill

knowledge
understanding

knowledge
understanding

knowledge
knowledge

knowledge
understanding

truth knowledge

understanding
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knowledge
truths understanding

truths

under-
standing

knowledge

understanding 

knowledge
understanding

Understanding
truth knowledge

skill 
knowledge

understanding

knowledge
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How much better it is to get wisdom than gold! 
Yes, to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver. 

Proverbs 16:16 WEB 

If I speak with the languages of men and of angels, but 
don’t have love, I have become sounding brass, or a 
clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy, and 
know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but don’t have love, I 
am nothing.  If I give away all my goods to feed the 
poor, and if I give my body to be burned, but don’t have 
love, it profits me nothing. 1Corinthians 13:1-3 WEB 
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understanding
knowledge wisdom

understanding 

knowledge

understanding

wisdom

“they do not practice what they 
preach”

“preach”

“hypocrites”

wisdom

wisdom

knowledge understanding truths

wisdom

wisdom

wisdom
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having knowledge and understanding, and putting 
them into practice for right living wisdom

“wisdom”
“wise” wisdom

“wisdom”
“wisdom”

putting knowledge and understanding into practice for right 
living wisdom

“See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD 
my God commanded me, that you should do them in the 
land that you are entering to take possession of it.  Keep 
them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when 
they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great 
nation is a wise and understanding people.’” 
  
 Deuteronomy 4:5-6 ESV 

Then you will understand righteousness and justice and 
equity, every good path; for wisdom will come into your 
heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 
discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard 
you . . . So you will walk in the way of the good and keep 
to the paths of the righteous. Proverbs 2:9-11, 20 ESV  

Doesn’t wisdom cry out?  Doesn’t understanding raise 
her voice? . . . “I walk in the way of righteousness, in 
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the midst of the paths of justice . . . Now therefore, my 
sons, listen to me, for blessed are those who keep my 
ways.  Hear instruction, and be wise.  Don’t refuse it.”  
 Proverbs 8:1, 20, 32-33 WEB 
Wisdom has built her house.  She has carved out her 
seven pillars. . . . She cries from the highest places of the 
city: . . . “Leave your simple ways, and live.  Walk in the 
way of understanding.” Proverbs 9:1, 3, 6 WEB 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on the rock.  And everyone 
who hears these words of mine and does not do them 
will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.” Matthew 7:24-27 ESV 

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his 
lord has set over his household, to give them their food 
in due season?  Blessed is that servant whom his lord 
finds doing so when he comes.  Most certainly I tell you 
that he will set him over all that he has.”  
 Matthew 24:45-47 WEB 

“Those who were foolish, when they took their lamps, 
took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their 
vessels with their lamps.” Matthew 25:3-4 WEB 

Therefore watch carefully how you walk, not as unwise, 
but as wise; redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil. Ephesians 5:15-16 WEB 

For this cause, we also, since the day we heard this, 
don’t cease praying and making requests for you, that 
you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, that you may walk 
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worthily of the Lord, to please him in all respects, 
bearing fruit in every good work . . . Colossians 1:9-10 WEB 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
heart to the Lord. Colossians 3:16 WEB 

Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, 
redeeming the time. Colossians 4:5 WEB 

Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let them 
show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility 
that comes from wisdom. James 3:13 NIV 

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceful, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  
 James 3:17 WEB 

wisdom

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21 WEB   

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.  James 1:22 ESV 

knowledge understanding wisdom

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 
more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you 
may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. Philippians 1:9-11 ESV 

love



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 25 

abound

“with knowledge”
knowledge 

“all discernment, so that you may approve what is 
excellent” under-
standing

“and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
filled with the fruit of righteousness”

wisdom

“that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God.”

wisdom spiritual truth 
faith Faith wisdom

knowing understanding acting
knowing

understanding acting

knowing

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1 NIV 

knowledge
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“what we do not see”
“what we hope 

for”

Knowledge

How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed?  How will they believe in him whom they have 
not heard?  How will they hear without a preacher?  
And how will they preach unless they are sent?  As it is 
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 
the Good News of peace, who bring glad tidings of good 
things!”  But they didn’t all listen to the glad news.  For 
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?”  So 
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
 Romans 10:14-17 WEB 

Hearing the word of God knowledge

knowledge
knowledge

faith understanding
understanding

confidence assurance
Understanding faith

confidence assurance
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understands

faith acting
wisdom having 

knowledge and understanding, and putting them into 
practice for right living.”  

understand

“When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what has been sown in his heart.  This is what was sown 
along the path.” Matthew 13:19 ESV 

“As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it.  He indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” Matthew 13:23 ESV 

fruit acting the word

You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith 
without deeds is useless?  Was not our father Abraham 
considered righteous for what he did when he offered 
his son Isaac on the altar?  You see that his faith and 
his actions were working together, and his faith was 
made complete by what he did.  And the scripture was 
fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called 
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God’s friend. James 2:20-23 NIV 

By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after 
he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, 
and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  He chose to 
be mistreated along with the people of God rather than 
to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.  
 Hebrews 11:23-25 NIV 

knowing
understanding acting

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, 
“Let us go over to the other side.”  Leaving the crowd 
behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat.  
There were also other boats with him.  A furious squall 
came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it 
was nearly swamped.  Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on 
a cushion.  The disciples woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, don't you care if we drown?” 

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, 
“Quiet!  Be still!”  Then the wind died down and it was 
completely calm. 

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid?  Do 
you still have no faith?” 

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this?  
Even the wind and the waves obey him!”  
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 Mark 4:35-41 NIV 

knowledge
“Who is this?  

Even the wind and the waves obey him!”
understand

act
“Do you still have no faith?”

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came 
to him, asking for help.  “Lord,” he said, “my servant 
lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 

Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 

The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have 
you come under my roof.  But just say the word, and my 
servant will be healed.  For I myself am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me.  I tell this one, ‘Go,’ 
and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes.  I say 
to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those 
following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found 
anyone in Israel with such great faith.  I say to you that 
many will come from the east and the west, and will take 
their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven.  But the subjects of the 
kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go!  Let it be done 
just as you believed it would.”  And his servant was 
healed at that moment. Matthew 8:5-13 NIV 

knowledge
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understood acted 

understood

acted
“But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.”  

“great faith.”

great faith:

Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre 
and Sidon.  A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came 
to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!  My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering 
terribly.” 

Jesus did not answer a word.  So his disciples came to 
him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps 
crying out after us.” 

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
Israel.” 

The woman came and knelt before him.  “Lord, help 
me!” she said. 

He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread 
and toss it to the dogs.” 

“Yes it is, Lord,” she said.  “Even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” 

Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith!  
Your request is granted.”  And her daughter was healed 
at that moment. Matthew 15:21-28 NIV 

knowledge

understand
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understands

understands

acts 

“great faith,”

knowing understanding
acting

Truth
Truth

Knowledge truths

Understanding
knowledge 

Wisdom

Faith knowing understanding acting
knowing

understanding acting
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Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets 
understanding, for the gain from her is better than gain 

from silver and her profit better than gold.   
She is more precious than jewels,  

and nothing you desire can compare with her. 
Proverbs 3:13-15 ESV 

truths

knowledge

understood truths
understood

act

wisdom
wisdom

experienced

experience
knowledge understanding

wisdom 
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faith

knowledge understanding, wisdom Faith
knowing understanding acting

knowing
understanding acting

experience
after we act

His divine power has granted to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  
 2Peter 1:3-4 ESV 

all things that pertain to life and 
godliness.  
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knowledge understanding

wisdom
“Spirit and Flesh in Conflict.”

knowledge understanding wisdom

knowledge understanding wisdom

Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it 
labor in vain.  Unless the LORD watches over the city, 
the watchman stays awake in vain. Psalm 127:1 ESV 
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knowledge
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understanding wisdom
understanding

knowledge understanding wisdom

knowledge 

knowledge understanding

understanding

wisdom

knowledge understanding
wisdom
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knowledge
understanding wisdom

knowledge, understanding wisdom

knowledge under-
standing understanding

knowledge, understanding 
knowledge
understanding

wisdom wisdom
understanding, wisdom

knowledge understanding

wisdom
knowledge under-

standing knowledge
understanding wisdom
Understanding knowledge

wisdom understanding
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knowledge understanding wisdom

“To man he said, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom.  To depart from evil is understanding.’”  
 Job 28:28 WEB 
The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom.  All 
those who do his work have a good understanding.  
 Psalm 111:10 WEB 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 1:7 ESV 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 
 Proverbs 9:10 NIV 

The fear of Yahweh teaches wisdom.  Before honor is 
humility. Proverbs 15:33 WEB 
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knowledge
understanding

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is 
the way to death. Proverbs 14:12, 16:25 ESV 

the way to death
understanding

understand
to death

wisdom
understand

understanding “a way that seems right.”  
way that seems right

understanding

knowledge
understanding

knowledge
understanding

My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my 
commandments with you, making your ear attentive to 
wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; 
 yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for 
understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it 
as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the 
fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 
 Proverbs 2:1-5 ESV 
Get wisdom.  Get understanding.  Don’t forget, and 
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don’t deviate from the words of my mouth.  Don’t 
forsake her, and she will preserve you.  Love her, and 
she will keep you.  Wisdom is supreme.  Get wisdom.  
Yes, though it costs all your possessions, get 
understanding.  Esteem her, and she will exalt you.  She 
will bring you to honor, when you embrace her.  
 Proverbs 4:5-8 WEB 

A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in 
expressing his opinion. Proverbs 18:2 ESV 

wisdom

understanding wisdom

You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.  You 
know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my 
thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my 
lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.  Before a 
word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely.  
 Psalm 139:1-4 NIV 

Kings take pleasure in honest lips; they value the one 
who speaks what is right. Proverbs 16:13 NIV 

LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?  Who may 
live on your holy mountain?  The one . . . who speaks 
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the truth from their heart . . . Psalm 15:1-2 NIV 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call 
on him in truth. Psalm 145:18 ESV 

I acknowledged my sin to you.  I didn’t hide my iniquity.  
I said, I will confess my transgressions to Yahweh, and 
you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5 WEB 

:  “I acknowledged my sin 
to you.  I didn’t hide my iniquity.”  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 1John 1:8-9 ESV 

The disciples did not understand any of this.  Its 
meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know 
what he was talking about. Luke 18:34 NIV 



42 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

Then he opened their minds, that they might understand 
the Scriptures. Luke 24:45 WEB 

“opened their minds, that they might understand.”  

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding 
beyond measure, and breadth of mind like the sand on 
the seashore . . . 1Kings 4:29 ESV 

And the whole earth sought the presence of Solomon to 
hear his wisdom, which God had put into his mind.  
 1Kings 10:24 ESV 

And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of 
Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his 
mind. 2Chronicles 9:23 ESV 

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs 
sinners in his ways.  He guides the humble in what is 
right and teaches them his way. Psalm 25:8-9 NIV 

For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2:6 NIV 

As for these four youths, God gave them learning and 
skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had 
understanding in all visions and dreams. Daniel 1:17 ESV 

Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you 
understanding in all things. 2Timothy 2:7 WEB 

And we know that the Son of God has come and has 
given us understanding, so that we may know him who 
is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus 
Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life. 1John 5:20 ESV 
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Only, may the LORD grant you discretion and 
understanding, that when he gives you charge over 
Israel you may keep the law of the LORD your God.  
 1Chronicles 22:12 ESV 

“Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to 
govern your people, that I may discern between good 
and evil, for who is able to govern this your great 
people?”  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked 
this. 1Kings 3:9-10 ESV 

Show me your ways, LORD, teach me your paths.  
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God 
my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.  
 Psalm 25:4-5 NIV 
Make me understand the way of your precepts, and I 
will meditate on your wondrous works. Psalm 119:27 ESV 

Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and 
observe it with my whole heart. Psalm 119:34 ESV 

Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me 
understanding that I may learn your commandments.  
 Psalm 119:73 ESV 

I am your servant; give me understanding, that I may 
know your testimonies! Psalm 119:125 ESV 

Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me 
understanding that I may live. Psalm 119:144 ESV 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who 
asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the 
one who knocks it will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8 ESV 
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And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to 
pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding . . . Colossians 1:9 ESV 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him.  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven 
and tossed by the wind.  For that person must not 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he 
is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
 James 1:5-8 ESV 

“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth . . .” John 16:13 ESV 

You have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all 
have knowledge.  I have not written to you because you 
don’t know the truth, but because you know it, and 
because no lie is of the truth. 1John 2:20-21 WEB 
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These things I have written to you concerning those who 
would lead you astray.  As for you, the anointing which 
you received from him remains in you, and you don’t 
need for anyone to teach you.  But as his anointing 
teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is no 
lie, and even as it taught you, you will remain in him.  
 1John 2:26-27 WEB 

“who would lead you astray”

Then Moses said to the people of Israel, “See, the LORD 
has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the Spirit 
of God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and 
with all craftsmanship . . .” Exodus 35:30-31 ESV 

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the 
things freely given us by God. 1Corinthians 2:12 ESV 

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you 
in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of 
your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 
his glorious inheritance in the saints . . .  
 Ephesians 1:16-18 ESV 

knowledge understanding wisdom
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Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I 
hate every false way. Psalm 119:104 ESV 

The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts 
understanding to the simple. Psalm 119:130 ESV 

Let my cry come before you, O LORD; give me 
understanding according to your word! Psalm 119:169 ESV 

Now these Jews were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things 
were so. Acts 17:11 ESV 

Now these things happened to them as an example, but 
they were written down for our instruction, on whom the 
end of the ages has come. 1Corinthians 10:11 ESV 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. 2Timothy 3:16-17 ESV 

Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are 
wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the 
power of God?” Mark 12:24 ESV 

I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not 
sin against you. Psalm 119:11 WEB 

I will meditate on your precepts, and consider your 
ways. Psalm 119:15 WEB 
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Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 
for it is ever with me. Psalm 119:98 ESV 

I have more understanding than all my teachers, for 
your testimonies are my meditation. Psalm 119:99 ESV 

My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to my 
words.  Do not let them out of your sight, keep them 
within your heart; for they are life to those who find 
them and health to one’s whole body. Proverbs 4:20-22 NIV 

Turn your ear, and listen to the words of the wise.  Apply 
your heart to my teaching.  For it is a pleasant thing if 
you keep them within you, if all of them are ready on 
your lips. Proverbs 22:17-18 WEB 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  
 John 8:31-32 ESV 

“If you abide in my word” “If you hold 
to my teaching”

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. James 1:22 ESV 

doer hearer only
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Praise the LORD!  Blessed is the man who fears the 
LORD, who greatly delights in his commandments!  
 Psalm 112:1 ESV 

I will delight myself in your statutes.  I will not forget 
your word. Psalm 119:16 WEB 

Indeed your statutes are my delight, and my counselors.  
 Psalm 119:24 WEB 
The law of your mouth is better to me than thousands of 
pieces of gold and silver. Psalm 119:72 WEB 

How I love your law!  It is my meditation all day.  
 Psalm 119:97 WEB 
How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! Psalm 119:103 ESV 

I opened my mouth wide and panted, for I longed for 
your commandments. Psalm 119:131 WEB 

Your promises have been thoroughly tested, and your 
servant loves them. Psalm 119:140 WEB 

I rejoice at your word, as one who finds great plunder.  
 Psalm 119:162 WEB 
I hate and abhor falsehood, but I love your law.  
 Psalm 119:163 ESV 

understanding wisdom
do
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do

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the 
seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.  
 Psalm 1:1-2 ESV 

“I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within 
my heart.” Psalm 40:8 ESV 

I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in 
great riches. Psalm 119:14 NIV 

Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find 
delight. Psalm 119:35 NIV 

A fool finds pleasure in wicked schemes, but a person of 
understanding delights in wisdom. Proverbs 10:23 NIV 

“A fool finds pleasure in wicked 
schemes.”  

Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, 
from men whose words are perverse, who have left the 
straight paths to walk in dark ways, who delight in doing 
wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, whose 
paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways.  
 Proverbs 2:12-15 NIV 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  
 John 14:15 ESV 
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One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment 
in the Law?” 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  
This is the first and greatest commandment.”  
 Matthew 22:35-38 NIV 

For this is the love of God, that we keep his command-
ments.  And his commandments are not burdensome. 
  
 1John 5:3 ESV 

“And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who 
will feed you with knowledge and understanding.”  
 Jeremiah 3:15 ESV 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ . . .  
 Ephesians 4:11-12 ESV 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who 
will be able to teach others also. 2Timothy 2:1-2 ESV  

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 
faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in 
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his teaching . . . Romans 12:6-7 ESV 

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ 
and stewards of the mysteries of God. 1Corinthians 4:1 ESV 

knowledge understanding wisdom

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the 
companion of fools will suffer harm. Proverbs 13:20 ESV 

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on 
those who walk according to the example you have in 
us. Philippians 3:17 ESV 

But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. Hebrews 3:13 ESV 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near.  
 Hebrews 10:24-25 ESV 

Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”  
 1Corinthians 15:33 ESV 

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but he who is 
wise listens to counsel. Proverbs 12:15 WEB 
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A wise son listens to his father’s instruction, but a 
scoffer doesn’t listen to rebuke. Proverbs 13:1 WEB 

Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may 
be wise in your latter end. Proverbs 19:20 WEB 

Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the 
right path! Proverbs 23:19 WEB 

The one who states his case first seems right, until the 
other comes and examines him. Proverbs 18:17 ESV 

“did not ask counsel from the 
LORD”
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Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding.  In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  
 Proverbs 3:5-6 ESV 

experiments observation reason

Observation reason

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour 
forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.  
 Psalm 19:1-2 NIV 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them.  For his invisible 
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things that have been made.  So they 
are without excuse. Romans 1:19-20 ESV 

Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be 
wise!  It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it 
stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at 
harvest. Proverbs 6:6-8 NIV 

The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the 
simple go on and suffer for it. Proverbs 22:3 ESV 

I passed by the field of a sluggard, by the vineyard of a 
man lacking sense, and behold, it was all overgrown 
with thorns; the ground was covered with nettles, and its 
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stone wall was broken down.  Then I saw and 
considered it; I looked and received instruction.  A little 
sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 
and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want 
like an armed man. Proverbs 24:30-34 ESV 

saw and considered 
it received instruction.  

The one who states his case first seems right, until the 
other comes and examines him. Proverbs 18:17 ESV 

It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of 
kings is to search things out. Proverbs 25:2 ESV 

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three 
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary 
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and 
saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the 
Christ.” Acts 17:2-3 ESV 

And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and 
tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. Acts 18:4 ESV 

“the signs of the times”

And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him 



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 55 

they asked him to show them a sign from heaven.  He 
answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be 
fair weather, for the sky is red.’  And in the morning, ‘It 
will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ 
You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, 
but you cannot interpret the signs of the times.  An evil 
and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign 
will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.”  So he left 
them and departed. Matthew 16:1-4 ESV 

He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising 
in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’  And 
so it happens.  And when you see the south wind 
blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it 
happens.  You hypocrites!  You know how to interpret 
the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not 
know how to interpret the present time?  And why do 
you not judge for yourselves what is right?”  
 Luke 12:54-57 ESV 

“present time” “signs of the times”
“interpret”

what is right

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow 
and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human 
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tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world 
rather than on Christ. Colossians 2:8 NIV 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God.  For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.”  Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the 
scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe.  For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  
For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men.  
 1Corinthians 1:18-25 ESV 

Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is 
falsely called “knowledge,” for by professing it some 
have swerved from the faith.  Grace be with you.  
 1Timothy 6:20-21 ESV 
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The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan 
with all power and false signs and wonders, and with all 
wicked deception for those who are perishing, because 
they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  Therefore 
God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may 
believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned 
who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. 2Thessalonians 2:9-12 ESV 

refused to love the truth sent a strong 
delusion, so that they may believe what is false.  

Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you 
speak to them in parables?” 

And he answered them, “To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them 
it has not been given.  For to the one who has, more will 
be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the 
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  
This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing 
they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do 
they understand.  Indeed, in their case the prophecy of 
Isaiah is fulfilled that says:  ‘You will indeed hear but 
never understand, and you will indeed see but never 
perceive.  For this people’s heart has grown dull, and 
with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they 
have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear 
with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, 
and I would heal them.’” Matthew 13:10-15 ESV 

“heart has 
grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and 
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their eyes they have closed...”  

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, 
said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, 
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.”  
 Luke 10:21 NIV 

“little 
children” “wise and 
learned.”  “wise and learned”

Surely he mocks the mockers, but he gives grace to the 
humble. Proverbs 3:34 WEB 

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
the humble.” 1Peter 5:5 ESV 
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Whenever God slew them, they would seek him; they 
eagerly turned to him again.  They remembered that 
God was their Rock, that God Most High was their 
Redeemer.  But then they would flatter him with their 
mouths, lying to him with their tongues; their hearts 
were not loyal to him, they were not faithful to his 
covenant. Psalm 78:34-37 NIV 

It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn 
your statutes. Psalm 119:71 ESV 

“Then they will know that I am the LORD, when I have 
made the land a desolation and a waste because of all 
their abominations that they have committed.”  
 Ezekiel 33:29 ESV 
When your judgments come upon the earth, the people 
of the world learn righteousness. Isaiah 26:9 NIV  

And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses 
you as sons?  “My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by 
him.  For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives.”  It is for 
discipline that you have to endure.  God is treating you 
as sons.  For what son is there whom his father does not 
discipline?  If you are left without discipline, in which 
all have participated, then you are illegitimate children 
and not sons.  Besides this, we have had earthly fathers 
who disciplined us and we respected them.  Shall we not 
much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?  
For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best 
to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may 
share his holiness.  For the moment all discipline seems 
painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
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trained by it. Hebrews 12:5-11 ESV 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
in nothing. James 1:2-4 ESV 

wisdom

choose
right choices right living
choosing
choosing

right 
choices

“And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.  But as 
for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  
 Joshua 24:15 ESV 

Who is the man who fears the LORD?  Him will he 
instruct in the way that he should choose. Psalm 25:12 ESV 

Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the 
fear of the LORD, would have none of my counsel and 
despised all my reproof, therefore they shall eat the fruit 
of their way, and have their fill of their own devices.  
 Proverbs 1:29-31 ESV 
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Do not envy a man of violence and do not choose any of 
his ways . . . Proverbs 3:31 ESV 

How much better to get wisdom than gold!  To get 
understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.  
 Proverbs 16:16 ESV 

right 
choices

choice

choice
choices

choice

choose

right choices

Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death to life, and your 
members to God as instruments for righteousness.  
 Romans 6:13 ESV 

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in 
a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
 Ephesians 4:1-3 ESV 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 
your soul. 1Peter 2:11 ESV 
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Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you. 1Thessalonians 5:16-18 ESV 

choosing
right choices

right choices choice
choice

right choice

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is 
the way to death. Proverbs 14:12, 16:25 ESV 

seem right

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding.  In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  
 Proverbs 3:5-6 ESV 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; and I will 
keep it to the end. Psalm 119:33 ESV 

I will always obey your law, for ever and ever.  
 Psalm 119:44 NIV 

I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments.  
 Psalm 119:60 ESV 
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I understand more than the aged, for I keep your 
precepts. Psalm 119:100 ESV 

I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep 
your word. Psalm 119:101 ESV 

I do not turn aside from your rules, for you have taught 
me. Psalm 119:102 ESV 

I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to 
the end. Psalm 119:112 ESV 

choice
choice

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on the rock.”  
 Matthew 7:24-25 ESV 

“wisdom from God.”  

Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the scribe?  
Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe.  For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and 
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Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 1Corinthians 1:20-24 ESV 

And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, 
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  
 1Corinthians 1:30-31 ESV 

“wisdom of this world”
“wisdom of God” The wisdom of this world

foolishness.   the power of 
God and the wisdom of God.

Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who 
gets understanding, for the gain from her is better than 
gain from silver and her profit better than gold.  She is 
more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can 
compare with her. Proverbs 3:13-15 ESV 
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But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. 

2Timothy 3:13 WEB 

Deception true
false false
true deceived 

deceive
deceived deception

“to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith”
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Let no one deceive you with empty words. 
Ephesians 5:6 WEB 

“Beneath Foundations for Eternal Life”

Deception “Beneath 
Foundations for Eternal Life.”  deception
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deception
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The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
Genesis 3:13 WEB 

But I am afraid that somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve 
in his craftiness, so your minds might be corrupted from 

the simplicity that is in Christ. 
2Corinthians 11:3 WEB 

you can be 
deceived

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die.  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.” Genesis 3:4-5 ESV 

But I am afraid that somehow, as the serpent deceived 
Eve in his craftiness, so your minds might be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ. 2Corinthians 11:3 WEB 

Take care lest your heart be deceived, and you turn 
aside and serve other gods and worship them; then the 
anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and he 
will shut up the heavens, so that there will be no rain, 
and the land will yield no fruit, and you will perish 
quickly off the good land that the LORD is giving you.  
 Deuteronomy 11:16-17 ESV 
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I found that the very commandment that was intended to 
bring life actually brought death.  For sin, seizing the 
opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, 
and through the commandment put me to death.  
 Romans 7:10-11 NIV 

For I know that after my departure, vicious wolves will 
enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  Men will 
arise from among your own selves, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples after them.  Therefore 
watch, remembering that for a period of three years I 
didn’t cease to admonish everyone night and day with 
tears. Acts 20:29-31 WEB 

Now I beg you, brothers, look out for those who are 
causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, 
contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and turn 
away from them.  For those who are such don’t serve 
our Lord, Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by their 
smooth and flattering speech, they deceive the hearts of 
the innocent. Romans 16:17-18 WEB 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift 
destruction.  And many will follow their sensuality, and 
because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.  
And in their greed they will exploit you with false words.  
 2Peter 2:1-3 ESV  
I write these things to you about those who are trying to 
deceive you. 1John 2:26 ESV 

For certain individuals whose condemnation was written 
about long ago have secretly slipped in among you.  
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They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our 
God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ 
our only Sovereign and Lord. Jude 4 NIV 

“The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who 
dwell in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high, 
who says in his heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the 
ground?’” Obadiah 1:3 WEB 

Let no one deceive himself.  If anyone thinks that he is 
wise among you in this world, let him become a fool, 
that he may become wise. 1Corinthians 3:18 WEB 

For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is 
nothing, he deceives himself. Galatians 6:3 ESV 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 1John 1:8 WEB 
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Don’t be deceived.  God is not mocked,  
for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 

Galatians 6:7 WEB 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven.  Many will tell me in that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, in 
your name cast out demons, and in your name do many 
mighty works?’  Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew 
you.  Depart from me, you who work iniquity.’”  
 Matthew 7:21-23 WEB 
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Or don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the Kingdom of God?  Don’t be deceived. 1 Cor. 6:9 WEB 

Do not be deceived:  “Bad company ruins good morals.”  
 1Corinthians 15:33 ESV 

Don’t be deceived.  God is not mocked, for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap. Galatians 6:7 WEB 

Know this for sure, that no sexually immoral person, 
nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an 
idolater, has any inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ 
and God.  Let no one deceive you with empty words.  For 
because of these things, the wrath of God comes on the 
children of disobedience. Ephesians 5:5-6 WEB 

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.  Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. James 1:16-17 ESV 

Little children, let no one deceive you.  Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.  
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for 
the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
works of the devil. 1John 3:7-8 ESV 

“Don’t be deceived.”
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He who walks in darkness, and has no light, let him trust in 
Yahweh’s name, and rely on his God. 

Isaiah 50:10 WEB 

“I am the light of the world.  He who follows me will not 
walk in the darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 WEB 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness  
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,  
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Colossians 1:13-14 ESV 

When I looked for good, then evil came; When I waited 
for light, there came darkness. Job 30:26 WEB 

Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Isaiah 5:20 WEB 

Therefore is justice far from us, and righteousness 
doesn’t overtake us.  We look for light, but see darkness; 
for brightness, but we walk in obscurity.  
 Isaiah 59:9 WEB 

darkness
light
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Jesus therefore said to them, “Yet a little while the light 
is with you.  Walk while you have the light, that 
darkness doesn’t overtake you.  He who walks in the 
darkness doesn’t know where he is going.” John 12:35 WEB 

“The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are 
healthy, your whole body will be full of light.  But if 
your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of 
darkness.  If then the light within you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness!” Matthew 6:22-23 NIV 

“Your eye is the lamp of your body.  When your eye is 
healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is 
bad, your body is full of darkness.  Therefore be careful 
lest the light in you be darkness.  If then your whole 
body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be 
wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you 
light.” Luke 11:34-36 ESV 

He who says he is in the light and hates his brother, is in 
the darkness even until now.  He who loves his brother 
remains in the light, and there is no occasion for 
stumbling in him.  But he who hates his brother is in the 
darkness, and walks in the darkness, and doesn’t know 
where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his 
eyes. 1John 2:9-11 WEB 

“. . . the people who sat in darkness saw a great light, to 
those who sat in the region and shadow of death, to 
them light has dawned.” Matthew 4:16 WEB 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the 
beginning with God.  All things were made through him.  
Without him was not anything made that has been 
made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
hasn’t overcome it.  John 1:1-5 WEB 

The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into 
the world. John 1:9 WEB 

Again, therefore, Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the 
light of the world.  He who follows me will not walk in 
the darkness, but will have the light of life.”  
 John 8:12 WEB 
“I have come as a light into the world, that whoever 
believes in me may not remain in the darkness.”  
 John 12:46 WEB 
. . . seeing it is God who said, “Light will shine out of 
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 2Corinthians 4:6 WEB 

This is the message which we have heard from him and 
announce to you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. 1John 1:5 WEB 

For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
masquerading as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for 
Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is 
not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as 
servants of righteousness.  Their end will be what their 
actions deserve. 2Corinthians 11:13-15 ESV 
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“. . . I have appeared to you for this purpose: . . . to open 
their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light and 
from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive 
remission of sins and an inheritance among those who 
are sanctified by faith in me.” Acts 26:16,18 WEB 

For you were once darkness, but are now light in the 
Lord.  Walk as children of light . . . Ephesians 5:8 WEB 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 Colossians 1:13-14 ESV 
For you are all children of light, children of the day.  
We are not of the night or of the darkness.  
 1Thessalonians 5:5 ESV 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 1Peter 2:9 ESV 

This is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; 
for their works were evil.  For everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and doesn’t come to the light, lest his 
works would be exposed. John 3:19-20 WEB 

“The world can’t hate you, but it hates me, because I 
testify about it, that its works are evil.” John 7:7 WEB 
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Don’t be unequally yoked with unbelievers, for what 
fellowship have righteousness and iniquity?  Or what 
fellowship has light with darkness? 2Corinthians 6:14 WEB 

If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in 
the darkness, we lie, and don’t tell the truth.  
 1John 1:6 WEB 
He who says he is in the light and hates his brother, is in 
the darkness even until now. 1John 2:9 WEB 

The night is far gone, and the day is near.  Let’s 
therefore throw off the works of darkness, and let’s put 
on the armor of light. Romans 13:12 WEB 

Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
instead expose them.  For it is shameful even to speak of 
the things that they do in secret.  But when anything is 
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that 
becomes visible is light.  Therefore it says, “Awake, O 
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you.” Ephesians 5:11-14 ESV 
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And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you 
once walked, following the course of this world, following 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all 
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
Ephesians 2:1-3 ESV   

Be sober and self-controlled.  Be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil, walks around like a roaring lion, 

seeking whom he may devour. 
1Peter 5:8 WEB 

“Foundations for Eternal Life” “Your 
Adversary the Devil”

Then one possessed by a demon, blind and mute, was 
brought to him and he healed him, so that the blind and 
mute man both spoke and saw.  All the multitudes were 
amazed, and said, “Can this be the son of David?”  But 
when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “This man does 
not cast out demons, except by Beelzebul, the prince of 
the demons.” 
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Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said to them, “Every 
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, 
and every city or house divided against itself will not 
stand.  If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against 
himself.  How then will his kingdom stand?  If I by 
Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your children 
cast them out?  Therefore they will be your judges.  But 
if I by the Spirit of God cast out demons, then the 
Kingdom of God has come upon you.”  
 Matthew 12:22-28 WEB 

Yahweh God said to the woman, “What have you 
done?”  The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 
and I ate.” Genesis 3:13 WEB 

But I am afraid that somehow, as the serpent deceived 
Eve in his craftiness, so your minds might be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ. 2Corinthians 11:3 WEB 

“Why do you not understand what I say?  It is because 
you cannot bear to hear my word.  You are of your 
father the devil, and your will is to do your father's 
desires.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him.  When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, 
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for he is a liar and the father of lies.  But because I tell 
the truth, you do not believe me.” John 8:43-45 ESV 

The great dragon was thrown down, the old serpent, he 
who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the 
whole world.  He was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels were thrown down with him. Revelation 12:9 WEB 

And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years, and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed 
it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any 
longer, until the thousand years were ended.  After that 
he must be released for a little while. Revelation 20:2-3 ESV 

The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of 
fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet 
are also. Revelation 20:10 WEB 

“The 
serpent”

“Satan stood 
up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel”
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“blameless and upright, a man 
who fears God and shuns evil”

“But now stretch 
out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will 
surely curse you to your face”

“he was a thief, and having the money box, used to steal 
what was put into it.”  
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“The thief only comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  I came 
that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.”  
 John 10:10 WEB 

demons unclean spirits
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may be influenced by evil spirits



86 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 87 

“But I say that the 
things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
demons, and not to God, and I don’t desire that you 
would have fellowship with demons”

“even Satan masquerades as an angel of 
light”
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Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.  Draw near to God, and he 
will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
  
 James 4:7-8 ESV 
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“Deception goes Both Ways,”

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 Romans 8:38-39 NIV 
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“For I know that after my departure, vicious wolves will 
enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  Men will arise 
from among your own selves, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them.  Therefore watch, 
remembering that for a period of three years I didn’t cease 
to admonish everyone night and day with tears.”  
 Acts 20:29-31 WEB 

Men will arise from among your own 
selves, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them.  

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift 
destruction.  And many will follow their sensuality, and 
because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.  
And in their greed they will exploit you with false words.  
 2Peter 2:1-3 ESV 
Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you 
about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write 
and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to God’s holy people.  For certain 
individuals whose condemnation was written about long 
ago have secretly slipped in among you.  They are 
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a 
license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only 
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Sovereign and Lord. Jude 3-4 NIV 

“The Flesh”

“Therefore, watch” 
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“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves.  By their 
fruits you will know them.  Do you gather grapes from 
thorns, or figs from thistles?  Even so, every good tree 
produces good fruit; but the corrupt tree produces evil 
fruit.  A good tree can’t produce evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree produce good fruit.  Every tree that doesn’t 
grow good fruit is cut down, and thrown into the fire.  
Therefore, by their fruits you will know them.”  
 Matthew 7:15-20 WEB 

“fruits”

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven.  Many will tell me in that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, in 
your name cast out demons, and in your name do many 
mighty works?’  Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew 
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you.  Depart from me, you who work iniquity.’”  
 Matthew 7:21-23 WEB 

“fruits”

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these.  I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 
law. Galatians 5:19-23 ESV 

“Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy 
in your name, in your name cast out demons, and in your 
name do many mighty works?”

never knew

“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ 
or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it.  For false christs and 
false prophets will arise and perform great signs and 
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.  
See, I have told you beforehand.” Matthew 24:23-25 ESV 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him 
who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to 
a different gospel—not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to distort the 
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gospel of Christ.  But even if we or an angel from 
heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the 
one we preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we 
have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you 
received, let him be accursed. Galatians 1:6-9 ESV 

But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his 
cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere 
and pure devotion to Christ.  For if someone comes and 
proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or 
if you receive a different spirit from the one you 
received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one 
you accepted, you put up with it readily enough.  
 2Corinthians 11:3-4 ESV 

For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
masquerading as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for 
Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is 
not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as 
servants of righteousness.  Their end will be what their 
actions deserve. 2Corinthians 11:13-15 ESV 
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Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  They do it 
to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  So 
I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air.  

But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest 
after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 

1Corinthians 9:25-27 ESV 

A simple man believes everything,  
but the prudent man carefully considers his ways. 

Proverbs 14:15 WEB 

I will give thanks to Yahweh with my whole heart.  I will 
tell of all your marvelous works.  I will be glad and 
rejoice in you.  I will sing praise to your name, O Most 
High. Psalm 9:1-2 WEB 

I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep 
your word. Psalm 119:101 ESV 

I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to 
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the end. Psalm 119:112 ESV 

But the fruit of the Spirit is . . . self-control.  
 Galatians 5:22-23 WEB 

Like a city whose walls are broken through is a person 
who lacks self-control. Proverbs 25:28 NIV 

We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets 
itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  
 2Corinthians 10:5 NIV 

Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the 
things that are on the earth. Colossians 3:2 WEB 

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being 
sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  
 1Peter 1:13 ESV 

Therefore don’t let sin reign in your mortal body, that 
you should obey it in its lusts.  Neither present your 
members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but 
present yourselves to God, as alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  
 Romans 6:12-13 WEB 
To him therefore who knows to do good, and doesn’t do 
it, to him it is sin. James 4:17 WEB 

Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his 
might.  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For our 
wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
principalities, against the powers, against the world's 
rulers of the darkness of this age, and against the 
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  
Therefore, put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having done all, 
to stand.  Stand therefore . . . Ephesians 6:10-14 WEB 
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empty passive

“Spirits of Deception.”

For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
masquerading as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for 
Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  
 2Corinthians 11:13-14 ESV 
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Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1John 4:1 WEB 

In everything the prudent acts with knowledge, but a 
fool flaunts his folly. Proverbs 13:16 ESV 

I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I 
that live, but Christ lives in me.  That life which I now 
live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself up for me.  
 Galatians 2:20 WEB 

“it is no longer I that live, but Christ 
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lives in me”

“Christ lives in me.”  

“That life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the 
Son of God . . .”  

Those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and lusts. Galatians 5:24 WEB 

crucified with Christ

crucified 
with Christ

We know that our old self was crucified with him in 
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, 
so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  For one 
who has died has been set free from sin.  
 Romans 6:6-7 ESV 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make 
you obey its passions. Romans 6:12 ESV 
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So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, 
not only in my presence, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling.  For it is God who works in you both to will 
and to work, for his good pleasure. Philippians 2:12-13 WEB 

obey “work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling.”  

“For it is God who 
works in you both to will and to work, for his good 
pleasure.”  
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And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to 
pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God.  
 Colossians 1:9-10 ESV 

to walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good 
work.  
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Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time;  
wait until the Lord comes.  He will bring to light what is 

hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart.  
At that time each will receive their praise from God. 

1Corinthians 4:5 NIV 

The one who states his case first seems right,  
until the other comes and examines him.  

Proverbs 18:17 ESV 

Beloved, don’t believe every spirit,  
but test the spirits, whether they are of God,  

because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
1John 4:1 WEB 
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true understanding

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face.  
Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, even as I 
was also fully known. 1Corinthians 13:12 WEB 

true understanding

assumed understanding
neutral attitude

deceived
true understanding deceived 
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assumed 
understanding neutral attitude

true understanding
pride

sinful pride assumed understanding
deceived  

The one who states his case first seems right, until the 
other comes and examines him. Proverbs 18:17 ESV 

Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1John 4:1 WEB 

true understanding
ignorance neutrality

true understanding
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true understanding
assumed understanding

assumed 
understanding

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, 
for he does not keep the Sabbath.”  But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”  And 
there was a division among them. John 9:16 ESV 

assumed understanding

assumed understanding
neutral attitude “How can a man who is a 

sinner do such signs?”

So they called the man who was blind a second time, and 
said to him, “Give glory to God.  We know that this man 
is a sinner.” 

He therefore answered, “I don’t know if he is a sinner.  
One thing I do know: that though I was blind, now I 
see.” John 9:24-25 WEB 

assumed understanding
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neutral attitude
“I don’t know if he is a 

sinner.”  true understanding
“One thing I do know: that though I 

was blind, now I see.”  
neutral attitude

true understanding

assumed 
understanding

They insulted him and said, “You are his disciple, but 
we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has 
spoken to Moses.  But as for this man, we don’t know 
where he comes from.” 

The man answered them, “How amazing!  You don’t 
know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes.  We 
know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but if anyone is 
a worshipper of God, and does his will, he listens to him.  
Since the world began it has never been heard of that 
anyone opened the eyes of someone born blind.  If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

They answered him, “You were altogether born in sins, 
and do you teach us?”  They threw him out.  
 John 9:28-34 WEB 

true understanding
“from God”

true understanding
“How amazing!  You don’t know where he 

comes from, yet he opened my eyes.”
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assumed understanding

assumed understanding
“You were altogether 

born in sins, and do you teach us?”

His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

Jesus answered, “Neither did this man sin, nor his 
parents; but, that the works of God might be revealed in 
him.” John 9:2-3 WEB 

assumed understanding

assumed understandings

true understanding neutral 
attitude 

assumed understanding true 
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understanding neutral attitude
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Let your eyes look straight ahead. 
Fix your gaze directly before you. 
Make the path of your feet level. 

Let all of your ways be established. 
Don’t turn to the right hand nor to the left. 

Remove your foot from evil. 
Proverbs 4:25-27 WEB

“Leave your simple ways, and live. 
Walk in the way of understanding.” 

Proverbs 9:6 WEB 

The simple believe anything, 
but the prudent give thought to their steps. 

Proverbs 14:15 NIV

to the right hand nor to the left.  
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery;’ but I tell you that everyone who gazes at a 
woman to lust after her has committed adultery with her 
already in his heart.” Matthew 5:27-28 WEB 

All the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and 
the people wept that night.  All the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and against Aaron.  The 
whole congregation said to them, “We wish that we had 
died in the land of Egypt, or that we had died in this 
wilderness!  Why does Yahweh bring us to this land, to 
fall by the sword?  Our wives and our little ones will be 
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captured or killed!  Wouldn’t it be better for us to return 
into Egypt?”  They said to one another, “Let’s make a 
captain, and let’s return into Egypt.” Numbers 14:1-4 WEB 

Moses told these words to all the children of Israel, and 
the people mourned greatly.  They rose up early in the 
morning and went up to the top of the mountain, saying, 
“Behold, we are here, and will go up to the place which 
Yahweh has promised; for we have sinned.”  
 Numbers 14:39-40 WEB 
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For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And 
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this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast.  
 Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV 

grace alone “faith 
alone”

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10 ESV 

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works?  Can that faith save him?  
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in 
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what good is that?  So also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. James 2:14-17 ESV 

You see that a person is justified by works and not by 
faith alone. James 2:24 ESV 

“faith alone.”  
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For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast.  
 Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV 

But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love 
toward mankind appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we did ourselves, but according to 
his mercy, he saved us through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 Titus 3:4-7 WEB 

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now, being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:4-6 NIV 

So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, 
not only in my presence, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. Philippians 2:12 WEB 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
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Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.  
 1John 1:7 WEB 

You will be hated by all men for my name’s sake, but he 
who endures to the end will be saved. Matthew 10:22 WEB 

If any man’s work is burned, he will suffer loss, but he 
himself will be saved, but as through fire.  
 1Corinthians 3:15 WEB 

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his 
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 
wrath of God. Romans 5:9 ESV 

“by grace 
you have been saved through faith . . . not a result of 
works” we 
have been saved

we are being saved

dead

“works of the law” being saved
be saved
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“eternal punishment” “eternal life”

For certain individuals whose condemnation was written 
about long ago have secretly slipped in among you.  
They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our 
God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ 
our only Sovereign and Lord. Jude 4 NIV 

who pervert the grace of our God into a license for 
immorality.
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“The 
Spirit” “The Holy Spirit.”

“Spirits of Deception.” 
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“God Told Me . . .”

“Prosperity.”

“Do Not Judge.”

“Division.” 
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But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly 

bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who 
bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 

2Peter 2:1 ESV 

“heresy”
 “hairesis”

hairesis 
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orthodox heresy orthodox

hairesis
hairesis

hairesis

hairesis

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these.  I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19-21 ESV 

hairesis “divisions.”

“heresies”

“heretic”
“hairetikos” 
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As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him 
once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, 
knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is 
self-condemned. Titus 3:10-11 ESV 

“heretic”

“heresies”
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Test all things, and hold firmly that which is good. 
Abstain from every form of evil. 

1Thessalonians 5:21-22 WEB 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  You will 
recognize them by their fruits.  Are grapes gathered 
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  So, every 
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears 
bad fruit.  A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can 
a diseased tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”  
 Matthew 7:15-20 ESV 

Jesus, answering, began to tell them, “Be careful that no 
one leads you astray.  For many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am he!’ and will lead many astray.”  
 Mark 13:5-6 WEB 
“Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, 
‘Look, there!’ don’t believe it.  For there will arise false 
christs and false prophets, and will show signs and 
wonders, that they may lead astray, if possible, even the 
chosen ones.” Mark 13:21-22 WEB 

“I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in 
among you and will not spare the flock.  Even from your 
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own number men will arise and distort the truth in order 
to draw away disciples after them.  So be on your guard!  
Remember that for three years I never stopped warning 
each of you night and day with tears.” Acts 20:29-31 NIV 

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who 
cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the 
doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.  For 
such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own 
appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive 
the hearts of the naive. Romans 16:17-18 ESV 

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to 
the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ. Colossians 2:8 ESV 

Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1John 4:1 WEB 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift 
destruction.  And many will follow their sensuality, and 
because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.  
And in their greed they will exploit you with false words.  
Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their 
destruction is not asleep. 2Peter 2:1-3 ESV 

Regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; even as 
our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom 
given to him, wrote to you; as also in all of his letters, 
speaking in them of these things.  In those, there are 
some things that are hard to understand, which the 
ignorant and unsettled twist, as they also do to the other 
Scriptures, to their own destruction.  You therefore, 
beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware, lest 
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being carried away with the error of the wicked, you fall 
from your own steadfastness. 2Peter 3:15-17 WEB 

Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you 
about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write 
and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to God’s holy people.  For certain 
individuals whose condemnation was written about long 
ago have secretly slipped in among you.  They are 
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a 
license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only 
Sovereign and Lord. Jude 3-4 NIV 

But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ foretold.  They said to you, “In the 
last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own 
ungodly desires.”  These are the people who divide you, 
who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the 
Spirit.  But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up 
in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 
keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.  Be 
merciful to those who doubt; save others by snatching 
them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with 
fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted 
flesh. Jude 17-23 NIV 

The simple believe anything, but the prudent give 
thought to their steps. Proverbs 14:15 NIV 

He said to the multitudes also, “When you see a cloud 
rising from the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is 
coming,’ and so it happens.  When a south wind blows, 
you say, ‘There will be a scorching heat,’ and it 
happens.  You hypocrites!  You know how to interpret 
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the appearance of the earth and the sky, but how is it 
that you don’t interpret this time?  Why don’t you judge 
for yourselves what is right?” Luke 12:54-57 WEB   

Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character 
than those in Thessalonica, for they received the 
message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.  
 Acts 17:11 NIV 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2 ESV 

For if we discerned ourselves, we wouldn’t be judged. 
 1Corinthians 11:31 WEB 

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; 
test yourselves.  Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in 
you—unless, of course, you fail the test?  
 2Corinthians 13:5 NIV 

This I pray, that your love may abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and all discernment; so that you may 
approve the things that are excellent; that you may be 
sincere and without offense to the day of Christ; being 
filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  
 Philippians 1:9-11 WEB 
Test all things, and hold firmly that which is good.  
Abstain from every form of evil.  
 1Thessalonians 5:21-22 WEB 
About this we have much to say, and it is hard to 
explain, since you have become dull of hearing.  For 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic principles of the 
oracles of God.  You need milk, not solid food, for 
everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 
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righteousness, since he is a child.  But solid food is for 
the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish 
good from evil. Hebrews 5:11-14 ESV 
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For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  For the mind of the flesh is 

death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace. 
Romans 8:5-6 WEB 

For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, that you 

may not do the things that you desire. 
Galatians 5:17 WEB 

“Watch and pray, that you may not enter into temptation.  
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Mark 14:38 WEB 

Spirit flesh “to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith”
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May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely. 
May your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 1Thessalonians 5:23 WEB 

“pneuma,” 
“psuche,” “soma”

For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the 
dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and is able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. Hebrews 4:12 WEB 

“word of God”

“psuche”
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Yahweh God formed man from the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. Genesis 2:7 WEB 

the dust of the ground
the breath of life became a 

living soul
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Yahweh God commanded the man, saying, “You may 
freely eat of every tree of the garden; but you shall not 
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for in 
the day that you eat of it, you will surely die.”  
  Genesis 2:16-17 WEB 

Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one 
man, and death through sin; so death passed to all men, 
because all sinned. Romans 5:12 WEB 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which 
you once walked, following the course of this world, 
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among 
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind. Ephesians 2:1-3 ESV 

dead in 
trespasses and sins the passions 
of our flesh.

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved . . . Ephesians 2:4-5 ESV 
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born-
again

Brothers, I couldn’t speak to you as to spiritual, but as 
to fleshly, as to babies in Christ.  I fed you with milk, not 
with meat; for you weren’t yet ready.  Indeed, not even 
now are you ready, for you are still fleshly.  
 1Corinthians 3:1-3 WEB 

“fleshly.”
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Brothers, I couldn’t speak to you as to spiritual, but as to 
fleshly, as to babies in Christ.  I fed you with milk, not with 
meat; for you weren’t yet ready.  Indeed, not even now are 
you ready, for you are still fleshly.  For insofar as there is 
jealousy, strife, and factions among you, aren’t you fleshly, 
and don’t you walk in the ways of men?  
 1Corinthians 3:1-3 WEB 

“fleshly” 
“fleshly”

jealousy, strife, and factions.  

“sarx”

all that we are apart from new life in Christ.  

flesh

“Most certainly I tell you, unless one is born of water 
and spirit, he can’t enter into God’s Kingdom.  That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh.  That which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit.” John 3:6 WEB 

born of the Spirit flesh.  
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jealousy, strife, and factions 
works of the flesh

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these.  I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19-21 ESV 

evident
“obvious”

“the 
righteousness of the flesh.”

confidence in the flesh

Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look 
out for those who mutilate the flesh.  For we are the 
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and 
glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the 
flesh—though I myself have reason for confidence in 
the flesh also.  If anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless.  
 Philippians 3:2-6 ESV 



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 135 

the flesh

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake 
of Christ.  Indeed, I count everything as loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith . . . Philippians 3:7-9 ESV 

fleshly mind

Let no one rob you of your prize by a voluntary humility 
and worshipping of the angels, dwelling in the things 
which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 
mind, and not holding firmly to the Head, from whom 
all the body, being supplied and knit together through 
the joints and ligaments, grows with God’s growth.  
  Colossians 2:18-19 WEB 

sensual passions of the 
flesh

These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm.  
For them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved.  
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For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual 
passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from 
those who live in error. 2Peter 2:17-18 ESV 

the righteousness of the flesh
flesh

. . . not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on 
faith . . . Philippians 3:9 ESV 

Foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you not to obey 
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly 
portrayed among you as crucified?  I just want to learn 
this from you.  Did you receive the Spirit by the works of 
the law, or by hearing of faith?  Are you so foolish?  
Having begun in the Spirit, are you now completed in 
the flesh?  Did you suffer so many things in vain, if it is 
indeed in vain?  He therefore who supplies the Spirit to 
you, and does miracles among you, does he do it by the 
works of the law, or by hearing of faith?  
 Galatians 3:1-5 WEB 
As many as desire to make a good impression in the 
flesh compel you to be circumcised; just so they may not 
be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  For even they who 
receive circumcision don’t keep the law themselves, but 
they desire to have you circumcised, that they may boast 
in your flesh. Galatians 6:12-13 WEB 
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the flesh
works of the flesh

the righteousness of the flesh

unrighteousness
self-righteousness
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Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 2:38 WEB 

“It will happen afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit 
on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will 
prophesy.  Your old men will dream dreams.  Your 
young men will see visions.  And also on the servants 
and on the handmaids in those days, I will pour out my 
Spirit.” Joel 2:28-29 WEB (quoted in Acts 2:17-18) 

“baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit”

John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with 
water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”  
 Luke 3:16 ESV 
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“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out 
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”  Now this 
he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been 
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
 John 7:37-39 ESV 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I don’t go away, the Counselor 
won’t come to you.  But if I go, I will send him to you.”  
 John 16:7 WEB 

power from on high

“Behold, I send out the promise of my Father on you.  
But wait in the city of Jerusalem until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” Luke 24:49 WEB 

poured out

“Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from 
the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 
what you now see and hear.” Acts 2:33 NIV 

“far off”

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself.” Acts 2:38-39 ESV 
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“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, even 
as on us at the beginning.  I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he said, ‘John indeed baptized in water, but 
you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit.’  If then God 
gave to them the same gift as us, when we believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that I could withstand 
God?” Acts 11:15-17 WEB 

But if any man doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, he is 
not his. Romans 8:9 WEB 

Don’t you know that you are a temple of God, and that 
God’s Spirit lives in you? 1Corinthians 3:16 WEB 

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
children of God . . . Romans 8:16 WEB 

“works of the flesh”
“fruit of the Spirit”

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, and self-control.  
Against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 WEB 

“fruit of the Spirit”

Now there are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
There are various kinds of service, and the same Lord.  
There are various kinds of workings, but the same God, 
who works all things in all.  But to each one is given the 
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manifestation of the Spirit for the profit of all.  For to 
one is given through the Spirit the word of wisdom, and 
to another the word of knowledge, according to the same 
Spirit; to another faith, by the same Spirit; and to 
another gifts of healings, by the same Spirit; and to 
another workings of miracles; and to another prophecy; 
and to another discerning of spirits; to another different 
kinds of languages; and to another the interpretation of 
languages.  But the one and the same Spirit produces all 
of these, distributing to each one separately as he 
desires. 1Corinthians 12:4-11 WEB 

“to each one separately as he 
desires.”  

God has set some in the assembly: first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracle workers, then gifts 
of healings, helps, governments, and various kinds of 
languages.  Are all apostles?  Are all prophets?  Are all 
teachers?  Are all miracle workers?  Do all have gifts of 
healings?  Do all speak with various languages?  Do all 
interpret?  But earnestly desire the best gifts.  
 1Corinthians 12:28-31 WEB 

filled with the Spirit

filled with the 
Spirit

Don’t be drunken with wine, in which is dissipation, but 
be filled with the Spirit . . . Ephesians 5:18 WEB 

“Spirits of Deception”
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“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven.  Many will tell me in that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn't we prophesy in your name, in 
your name cast out demons, and in your name do many 
mighty works?’  Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew 
you.  Depart from me, you who work iniquity.’”  
 Matthew 7:21-23 WEB 

But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love 
toward mankind appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we did ourselves, but according to 
his mercy, he saved us through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 Titus 3:4-7 WEB 

“The Holy Spirit.”
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But I say, walk by the Spirit,  
and you won’t fulfill the lust of the flesh. 

For the flesh lusts against the Spirit,  
and the Spirit against the flesh;  

and these are contrary to one another,  
that you may not do the things that you desire. 

Galatians 5:16-17 WEB 

“It is the spirit who gives life.  The flesh profits nothing.  
The words that I speak to you are spirit, and are life.”  
 John 6:63 WEB 
Don’t be deceived.  God is not mocked, for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap.  For he who sows to his 
own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption.  But he 
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 
life. Galatians 6:7-8 WEB 

Let us walk properly, as in the day; not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and lustful acts, 
and not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, for its 
lusts. Romans 13:13-14 WEB 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 
your soul. 1Peter 2:11 ESV 

Spirit
flesh
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“eager to preach the gospel 
to you also who are in Rome”

know
understand

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 
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we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his.  We know that our old self was crucified with 
him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  
For one who has died has been set free from sin.  
 Romans 6:3-7 ESV 

act in faith understanding

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. Romans 6:11 ESV 

acting in faith understanding
“Wisdom & Faith.”

Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death to life, and your 
members to God as instruments for righteousness.  
 Romans 6:13 ESV 

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. Romans 6:4 ESV 

For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful 
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passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our 
members to bear fruit for death.  But now we are 
released from the law, having died to that which held us 
captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and 
not in the old way of the written code. Romans 7:5-6 ESV 

the law

But sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, produced in me all kinds of 
covetousness.  For apart from the law, sin lies dead.  I 
was once alive apart from the law, but when the 
commandment came, sin came alive and I died.  The 
very commandment that promised life proved to be death 
to me.  For sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.  
 Romans 7:8-11 ESV 

For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the 
flesh, sold under sin.  For I do not understand my own 
actions.  For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate.  Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 
with the law, that it is good.  So now it is no longer I 
who do it, but sin that dwells within me.  For I know that 
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.  For I 
have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 
carry it out.  For I do not do the good I want, but the evil 
I do not want is what I keep on doing.  Now if I do what 
I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 
dwells within me.  So I find it to be a law that when I 
want to do right, evil lies close at hand.  For I delight in 
the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my 
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members another law waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells 
in my members. Romans 7:14-23 ESV 

Wretched man that I am!  Who will deliver me from this 
body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord!  So then, I myself serve the law of God with 
my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.  
 Romans 7:24-25 ESV 

flesh

according to the Spirit

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus, who don’t walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit.  For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law 
of sin and of death.  For what the law couldn’t do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God did, sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh; that the ordinance of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit. Romans 8:1-4 WEB 

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit

“the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.”
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“laws.”  
“law”

law

law “I wouldn’t have known sin, 
except through the law”

law extrinsic law.

law
law

“So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, 
evil lies close at hand”

intrinsic law

. . . the law has become our tutor to bring us to Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith.  But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  
 Galatians 3:24-25 WEB 

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days,” says Yahweh: “I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and I will write it in their 
heart.  I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  
 Jeremiah 31:33 WEB (also Hebrews 8:10) 

For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I 
see in my members another law waging war against the 
law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin 
that dwells in my members. Romans 7:22-23 ESV 
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“law of God, in my inner being” 
“the law of my mind.”  

law of God

“law of sin”
“law of my mind.”

What a wretched man I am!  Who will deliver me out of 
the body of this death? Romans 7:24 WEB 

law of 
sin.  

law of sin the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus: 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me 
free from the law of sin and of death. Romans 8:2 WEB 

law of sin 
according to the Spirit

the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
the law of sin 

according to the Spirit, law of sin 

according to the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  For the mind of the 
flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and 
peace; because the mind of the flesh is hostile towards 
God; for it is not subject to God’s law, neither indeed 
can it be.  Those who are in the flesh can’t please God.  
 Romans 8:5-8 WEB 

“according to the Spirit” 



150 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if it is so 
that the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if any man 
doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, he is not his.  If Christ 
is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the spirit is 
alive because of righteousness.  But if the Spirit of him 
who raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.  
 Romans 8:9-11 WEB 

“dead because of 
sin.”  the spirit is alive because of righteous-
ness.”  

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
after the flesh.  For if you live after the flesh, you must 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live.  For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, these are children of God. Romans 8:12-14 WEB 

by the Spirit put to death the deeds of the body.

live after the flesh “you must die.”  

live after the flesh
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are led by the 
Spirit of God, these are children of God.  

led by 
the Spirit after the flesh
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“Open my 
spiritual eyes to see myself as you see me.”

Spirit flesh
walk by the Spirit

works of the flesh fruit of the 
Spirit

Those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and lusts.  If we live by the Spirit, let’s also 
walk by the Spirit. Galatians 5:24-25 WEB 

flesh

“we live by the Spirit”
“let’s also walk by the 

Spirit.”  
 

“The Normal Christian Life”
the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus the law of 
sin and death
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Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than 
those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with 
great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to 

see if what Paul said was true. 
Acts 17:11 NIV 

abiding

Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me.  I am the vine; you are the 
branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.  If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you.  By this my Father is 
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glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples.  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you.  Abide in my love.  If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  
 John 15:4-10 ESV 

“The farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he sowed, 
some fell along the road, and it was trampled under foot, 
and the birds of the sky devoured it.  Other seed fell on 
the rock, and as soon as it grew, it withered away, 
because it had no moisture.  Other fell amid the thorns, 
and the thorns grew with it, and choked it.  Other fell 
into the good ground, and grew, and produced one 
hundred times as much fruit.”  As he said these things, 
he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 
Then his disciples asked him, “What does this parable 
mean?” 
He said, “To you it is given to know the mysteries of 
God’s Kingdom, but to the rest in parables; that ‘seeing 
they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’  
Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  
Those along the road are those who hear, then the devil 
comes, and takes away the word from their heart, that 
they may not believe and be saved.  Those on the rock 
are they who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; 
but these have no root, who believe for a while, then fall 
away in time of temptation.  That which fell among the 
thorns, these are those who have heard, and as they go 
on their way they are choked with cares, riches, and 
pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.  That in 
the good ground, these are those who with an honest 
and good heart, having heard the word, hold it tightly, 
and produce fruit with perseverance.” Luke 8:5-15 WEB 
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among the thorns bring no fruit to 
maturity cares, riches, and 
pleasures of life.  

walking according to the 
flesh

walking according 
to the Spirit

righteousness of the flesh

Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to his disciples, 
saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees sat on Moses’ 
seat.  All things therefore whatever they tell you to 
observe, observe and do, but don’t do their works; for 
they say, and don’t do.  For they bind heavy burdens 
that are grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s 
shoulders; but they themselves will not lift a finger to 
help them.  But all their works they do to be seen by 
men.  They make their phylacteries broad, enlarge the 
fringes of their garments, and love the place of honor at 
feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, the salutations 
in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi, Rabbi’ by 
men.” Matthew 23:1-7 WEB 

righteousness of the flesh

He spoke also this parable to certain people who were 
convinced of their own righteousness, and who despised 
all others.  “Two men went up into the temple to pray; 
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one was a Pharisee, and the other was a tax collector.  
The Pharisee stood and prayed to himself like this: 
‘God, I thank you, that I am not like the rest of men, 
extortionists, unrighteous, adulterers, or even like this 
tax collector.  I fast twice a week.  I give tithes of all that 
I get.’” Luke 18:9-12 WEB 

Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him 
show by his good conduct that his deeds are done in 
gentleness of wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy 
and selfish ambition in your heart, don’t boast and don't 
lie against the truth.  This wisdom is not that which 
comes down from above, but is earthly, sensual, and 
demonic.  For where jealousy and selfish ambition are, 
there is confusion and every evil deed.  But the wisdom 
that is from above is first pure, then peaceful, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy. James 3:13-17 WEB 

About this we have much to say, and it is hard to 
explain, since you have become dull of hearing.  For 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic principles of the 
oracles of God.  You need milk, not solid food, for 
everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, since he is a child.  But solid food is for 
the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish 
good from evil. 

Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ 
and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of 
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
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and of instruction about washings, the laying on of 
hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment.  And this we will do if God permits.  
 Hebrews 5:11 to 6:3 ESV 

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and 
envy and all slander.  Like newborn infants, long for the 
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 
salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 1Peter 2:1-3 ESV 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 
your soul. 1Peter 2:11 ESV 

For this very reason, make every effort to supplement 
your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and 
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love.  For if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that 
he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from 
his former sins.  Therefore, brothers, be all the more 
diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you 
practice these qualities you will never fall.  
 2Peter 1:5-10 ESV 

walking in the light walking in 
the darkness
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This is the message which we have heard from him and 
announce to you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with 
him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and don’t tell the 
truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 1John 1:5-7 WEB 

 the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life 

Don’t love the world, neither the things that are in the 
world.  If anyone loves the world, the Father’s love isn’t 
in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, isn’t the 
Father’s, but is the world’s.  The world is passing away 
with its lusts, but he who does God’s will remains 
forever. 1John 2:15-17 WEB 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!  Let your 
good Spirit lead me on level ground! Psalm 143:10 ESV 

“The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life”
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directly

“Test All Things,”

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to 
the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ. Colossians 2:8 ESV 
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“to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith”
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For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into 
myths. 2Timothy 4:3-4 ESV 

Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in 
righteousness, that each person who belongs to God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
 2Timothy 3:16-17 WEB 

truth

truth

truth

truth
truth error



162 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

absolute truth

“Beneath Foundations for Eternal Life,”
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Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  
 Hebrews 13:8 WEB 
“For I, Yahweh, don’t change; therefore you, sons of 
Jacob, are not consumed.” Malachi 3:6 WEB 
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For the law was given through Moses.  Grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. John 1:17 ESV 

For sin will not have dominion over you.  For you are 
not under law, but under grace. Romans 6:14 WEB 

So that the law has become our tutor to bring us to 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  But now that 
faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  
  Galatians 3:24-25 WEB 
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For whatever was written in former days was written for 
our instruction, that through endurance and through 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope. Romans 15:4 ESV 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied 
about the grace that was to be yours searched and 
inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the 
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent 
glories.  It was revealed to them that they were serving 
not themselves but you, in the things that have now been 
announced to you through those who preached the good 
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things 
into which angels long to look. 1Peter 1:10-12 ESV 

We have the more sure word of prophecy; and you do 
well that you heed it, as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns, and the morning star arises 
in your hearts: knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of private interpretation.  For no prophecy 
ever came by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spoke, being moved by the Holy Spirit. 2Peter 1:19-21 WEB 
Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction 
in righteousness, that each person who belongs to God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 2Timothy 3:16-17 WEB 
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“Deception goes 
Both Ways”

“God Told Me . . .”  

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him 
who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to 
a different gospel—not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to distort the 
gospel of Christ.  But even if we or an angel from 
heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the 
one we preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we 
have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you 
received, let him be accursed. Galatians 1:6-9 ESV 

“an angel from 
heaven”
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“Can I really trust the 
Bible”

translation accuracy

“You search the Scriptures, because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and these are they which 
testify about me.  Yet you will not come to me, that you 
may have life.” John 5:39-40 WEB 
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 Genesis 1:1 WEB 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
Psalm 14:1, 53:1 ESV 

“Beneath Foundations for Eternal 
Life.”  

fool says in his heart “There is no God,”

“Beneath Foundations for Eternal Life,” “God 
or Gods?”
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“Spirits of Deception”

Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use 
his feet.  He was crippled from birth and had never 
walked.  He listened to Paul speaking.  And Paul, 
looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be 
made well, said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your 
feet.”  And he sprang up and began walking.  And when 
the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their 
voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down 
to us in the likeness of men!”  Barnabas they called 
Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief 
speaker.  And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at 
the entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to 
the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds.  
But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, 
they tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, 
crying out, “Men, why are you doing these things?  We 
also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you 
good news, that you should turn from these vain things 
to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and 
the sea and all that is in them.” Acts 14:8-15 ESV 

For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or 
on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many 
“lords”—yet for us there is one God, the Father, from 
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist. 1Corinthians 8:5-6 ESV 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you also were 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, 
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one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, 
and through all, and in us all. Ephesians 4:4-6 WEB 

For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a 
ransom for all people. 1Timothy 2:5-6 NIV 

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth.  You shall not bow down to them or serve them, 
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing 
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 
keep my commandments.” Exodus 20:2-6 ESV 

You saw no form of any kind the day the LORD spoke to 
you at Horeb out of the fire.  Therefore watch yourselves 
very carefully, so that you do not become corrupt and 
make for yourselves an idol, an image of any shape, 
whether formed like a man or a woman, or like any 
animal on earth or any bird that flies in the air, or like 
any creature that moves along the ground or any fish in 
the waters below.  And when you look up to the sky and 
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see the sun, the moon and the stars—all the heavenly 
array—do not be enticed into bowing down to them and 
worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned 
to all the nations under heaven.  Deuteronomy 4:15-19 NIV 

“There is no God”

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth. Genesis 1:1 WEB 

the heavens and the earth.  

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life
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“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and 
drink!”

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  
And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 
your Father.  But even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered.  Fear not, therefore; you are of more value 
than many sparrows”

“Come to me, all you who labor and are 
heavily burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart; and you will find rest for your souls.  For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

“You won’t surely die, for God knows that in the day 
you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:4-5 WEB 

Give thanks to Yahweh, for he is good, for his loving 
kindness endures forever.  
 1Chronicles 16:34; Psalm 106:1, 107:1, 118:1, 118:29 136:1 WEB 
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The way of the LORD is a refuge for the blameless, but 
it is the ruin of those who do evil. Proverbs 10:29 NIV 

The righteous will never be uprooted, but the wicked will 
not remain in the land. Proverbs 10:30 NIV 

Yahweh’s eyes are toward the righteous.  His ears listen 
to their cry.  Yahweh’s face is against those who do evil, 
to cut off the memory of them from the earth.  
 Psalm 34:15-16 WEB 

“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  
 James 4:6, 1Peter 5:5 ESV 

“Beneath Foundations for Eternal Life,”

“Enter in by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many are 
those who enter in by it.  How narrow is the gate, and 
restricted is the way that leads to life!  Few are those 
who find it.” Matthew 7:13-14 WEB 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven.  Many will tell me in that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, in 
your name cast out demons, and in your name do many 
mighty works?’  Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew 
you.  Depart from me, you who work iniquity.’”  
 Matthew 7:21-23 WEB 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 
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separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats.  And he will place 
the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  Then 
the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.’”  
 Matthew 25:31-34 ESV 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, 
you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels.’” Matthew 25:41 ESV 
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He has on his garment and on his thigh a name written, 
“KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

Revelation 19:16 WEB 

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed?”  And Jesus said, “I am, and 
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.”  
 Mark 14:61-62 ESV 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name. John 20:30-31 ESV 

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit who 
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confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of 
God, and every spirit who doesn’t confess that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is not of God, and this is the 
spirit of the Antichrist, of whom you have heard that it 
comes.  Now it is in the world already. 1John 4:2-3 WEB 

come in the flesh

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning 
with God.  All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made.  
 John 1:1-3 ESV 

The Word became flesh, and lived among us.  
 John 1:14 WEB 
“I am the living bread which came down out of heaven.  
If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.  Yes, the 
bread which I will give for the life of the world is my 
flesh.” John 6:51 WEB 

“I came from the Father and entered the world; now I 
am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”  
  John 16:28 NIV 

Have this in your mind, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, existing in the form of God, didn’t consider 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the 
likeness of men. Philippians 2:5-7 WEB 



178 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

Therefore the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the 
first, and of the other who was crucified with him; but 
when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was already 
dead, they didn’t break his legs.  However one of the 
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately 
blood and water came out.  He who has seen has 
testified, and his testimony is true.  He knows that he 
tells the truth, that you may believe. John 19:32-35 WEB 

blood and water came 
out

If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain, and your faith also is in vain.  Yes, we are found 
false witnesses of God, because we testified about God 
that he raised up Christ, whom he didn’t raise up, if it is 
so that the dead are not raised.  For if the dead aren’t 
raised, neither has Christ been raised.  If Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins.  
Then they also who are fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished.  If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, we 
are of all men most pitiable.  But now Christ has been 
raised from the dead. 1Corinthians 15:14-20 WEB 
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. . . appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
fallen asleep. 1Corinthians 15:6 ESV 

If Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins 

knowledge
understanding wisdom

exalted
exalted
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Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed?”  And Jesus said, “I am, and 
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.”  
 Mark 14:61-62 ESV 
So then the Lord, after he had spoken to them, was 
received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand 
of God. Mark 16:19 WEB 
And when he had said these things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight.  And while they were gazing into heaven as he 
went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven?  This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” Acts 1:9-11 ESV 

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 
witnesses of it.  Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and 
has poured out what you now see and hear.  
 Acts 2:32-33 NIV 
When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they 
were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.  But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God.  “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  
 Acts 7:54-56 NIV 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of God. Colossians 3:1 ESV 

exalted
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King of kings, and Lord of lords

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning 
with God.  All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made.  
 John 1:1-3 ESV 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation.  For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him. Colossians 1:15-16 ESV 

the image of 
the invisible God.  

For the Father judges no one, but he has given all 
judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father.  He who doesn’t honor the Son 
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doesn’t honor the Father who sent him. John 5:22-23 WEB 

Have this in your mind, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, existing in the form of God, didn’t consider 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the 
likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, yes, the 
death of the cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted 
him, and gave to him the name which is above every 
name; that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of those in heaven, those on earth, and those under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 Philippians 2:5-11 WEB 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word.  After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven.  So he became as much superior to the angels as 
the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  
 Hebrews 1:3-4 NIV 

This is a symbol of baptism, which now saves you—not 
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer 
of a good conscience toward God, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of 
God, having gone into heaven, angels and authorities 
and powers being made subject to him. 1Peter 3:21-22 WEB 
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Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have 
such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the 
holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not 
man. Hebrews 8:1-2 ESV 

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, 
and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves.  And he was transfigured before them, 
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 
white as light. Matthew 17:1-2 ESV 

I turned to see the voice that spoke with me.  Having 
turned, I saw seven golden lamp stands.  And among the 
lamp stands was one like a son of man, clothed with a 
robe reaching down to his feet, and with a golden sash 
around his chest.  His head and his hair were white as 
white wool, like snow.  His eyes were like a flame of fire.  
His feet were like burnished brass, as if it had been 
refined in a furnace.  His voice was like the voice of 
many waters.  He had seven stars in his right hand.  Out 
of his mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged sword.  His 
face was like the sun shining at its brightest.  When I 
saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man.  
 Revelation 1:12-17 WEB 

I saw, and I heard something like a voice of many 
angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the 
elders; and the number of them was ten thousands of ten 
thousands, and thousands of thousands; saying with a 
loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who has been killed to 
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receive the power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, 
glory, and blessing!” 

I heard every created thing which is in heaven, on the 
earth, under the earth, on the sea, and everything in 
them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb be the blessing, the honor, the glory, and the 
dominion, forever and ever!  Amen!” 

The four living creatures said, “Amen!”  Then the 
elders fell down and worshiped. Revelation 5:11-14 WEB 

the 
Lamb him who sits on 
the throne

“Then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they 
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky 
with power and great glory.” Matthew 24:30 WEB 

“But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory.” Matthew 25:31 WEB 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very 
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  They were 
looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
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suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  
“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:9-11 NIV 

Above all, you must understand that in the last days 
scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil 
desires.  They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he 
promised?  Ever since our ancestors died, everything 
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”  But 
they deliberately forget . . . 2Peter 3:3-5 NIV 

The seventh angel sounded, and great voices in heaven 
followed, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become 
the Kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ.  He will 
reign forever and ever!” Revelation 11:15 WEB 

“Be careful that no one leads you astray.  For many will 
come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
lead many astray.” Matthew 24:4-5 WEB 

“Then if any man tells you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ 
or, ‘There,’ don’t believe it.  For there will arise false 
christs, and false prophets, and they will show great 
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even 
the chosen ones.  Behold, I have told you beforehand.  If 
therefore they tell you, ‘Behold, he is in the wilderness,’ 
don’t go out; ‘Behold, he is in the inner rooms,’ don’t 
believe it.  For as the lightning flashes from the east, 
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and is seen even to the west, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man.” Matthew 24:23-27 WEB 
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“From now on, sin no more.” 
John 8:11 WEB 

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners—of whom I am the worst. 1Timothy 1:15 NIV 

“the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”

Therefore as sin entered into the world through one 
man, and death through sin; so death passed to all men, 
because all sinned. Romans 5:12 WEB 

All wrongdoing is sin . . . 1John 5:17 ESV 

“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” Genesis 3:13 WEB 

right wrong,
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“A Neutral Attitude.”

“God 
is love”

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  
 John 14:15 ESV 
“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make 
our home with him.  Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words.  And the word that you hear is not mine 
but the Father’s who sent me.” John 14:23-24 ESV 

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 
but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging 
fire that will consume the enemies of God.  Anyone who 
rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses.  How much more 
severely do you think someone deserves to be punished 
who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has 
treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that 
sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of 
grace? Hebrews 10:26-29 NIV 
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living by 
the Spirit

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not 
give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:27 NIV 

“Beneath Foundations for Eternal Life”
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  If we say we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us. 1John 1:8-10 ESV 

“Clean or Dirty”
“Beneath Foundations for Eternal Life”

I know, and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that 
nothing is unclean of itself; except that to him who 
considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.  
 Romans 14:14 WEB 

But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because it 
isn’t of faith; and whatever is not of faith is sin. 
 Romans 14:23 WEB 
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It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 
among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even 
among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife.  And 
you are arrogant!  Ought you not rather to mourn?  Let 
him who has done this be removed from among you. 
 1Corinthians 5:1-2 ESV 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 
who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit 
the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you.  But 
you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 
our God. 1Corinthians 6:9-11 ESV 
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Yahweh said, “Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah 
is great, and because their sin is very grievous, I will go 
down now, and see whether their deeds are as bad as the 
reports which have come to me.  If not, I will know.”  
  Genesis 18:20-21 WEB 

On the next day, Moses said to the people, “You have 
sinned a great sin.  Now I will go up to Yahweh.  
Perhaps I shall make atonement for your sin.”  Moses 
returned to Yahweh, and said, “Oh, this people have 
sinned a great sin, and have made themselves gods of 
gold.” Exodus 32:30-31 WEB 

The sin of the young men was very great before 
Yahweh; for the men despised the offering of Yahweh.  
 1Samuel 2:17 WEB 
“Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins 
and every slander they utter, but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are 
guilty of an eternal sin.” Mark 3:28-29 NIV 

Pilate therefore said to him, “Aren’t you speaking to 
me?  Don’t you know that I have power to release you, 
and have power to crucify you?” 
Jesus answered, “You would have no power at all 
against me, unless it were given to you from above.  
Therefore he who delivered me to you has greater sin.”  
 John 19:10-11 WEB 
If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not leading to 
death, he shall ask, and God will give him life for those 
who sin not leading to death.  There is a sin leading to 
death.  I don’t say that he should make a request 
concerning this.  All unrighteousness is sin, and there is 
a sin not leading to death. 1John 5:16-17 WEB 
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We know that our old self was crucified with him in 
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, 
so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  For one 
who has died has been set free from sin. Romans 6:6-7 ESV 

For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the 
life he lives he lives to God.  So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make 
you obey its passions. Romans 6:10-12 ESV 

We know that everyone who has been born of God does 
not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God 
protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.  
 1John 5:18 ESV 

This is how we know that we know him: if we keep his 
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commandments.  One who says, “I know him,” and 
doesn’t keep his commandments, is a liar, and the truth 
isn’t in him.  But whoever keeps his word, God’s love 
has most certainly been perfected in him.  This is how 
we know that we are in him: he who says he remains in 
him ought himself also to walk just like he walked.  
 1John 2:3-6 WEB 

“Spirit and Flesh in Conflict.”  
“Set Free from Sin,”

“Foundations for Eternal Life.” 

Don’t be deceived.  God is not mocked, for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap.  For he who sows to his 
own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption.  But he 
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 
life. Galatians 6:7-8 WEB 
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“I will take your wives and give them to one 
who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in 
broad daylight”

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 
but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging 
fire that will consume the enemies of God.  Anyone who 
rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses.  How much more 
severely do you think someone deserves to be punished 
who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has 
treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that 
sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of 
grace? Hebrews 10:26-29 NIV 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 1John 1:9 ESV 
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For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.  For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them. Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV 

“Foundations for Eternal Life,” “Salvation”

 
created in Christ Jesus for good works 

by grace through faith not 
by works we 
do good works because we are saved, not to become saved.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven.  Many will tell me in that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, in 
your name cast out demons, and in your name do many 
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mighty works?’  Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew 
you.  Depart from me, you who work iniquity.’”  
 Matthew 7:21-23 WEB 

many 
mighty works

“the will of my 
Father”

Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works 
God requires?” 
Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in 
the one he has sent.” John 6:28-29 NIV 

This is his commandment, that we should believe in the 
name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, 
even as he commanded. 1John 3:23 WEB 

“believe”
pisteuo

having faith and trust 

“If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny 
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himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever will lose 
his life for my sake, the same will save it.”  
 Luke 9:23-24 WEB 

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but 
only one receives the prize?  So run that you may obtain 
it.  Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  
They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an 
imperishable.  So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as 
one beating the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it 
under control, lest after preaching to others I myself 
should be disqualified. 1Corinthians 9:24-27 ESV 

“Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to 
humble himself?  Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 
and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?  Will you 
call this a fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD?  Is 
not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of 
wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  Is it not to 
share your bread with the hungry and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, 
to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own 
flesh?” Isaiah 58:5-7 ESV 

If I give away all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give 
my body to be burned, but don’t have love, it profits me 
nothing. 1Corinthians 13:3 WEB 
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If you died with Christ from the elements of the world, 
why, as though living in the world, do you subject 
yourselves to ordinances, “Don’t handle, nor taste, nor 
touch” (all of which perish with use), according to the 
precepts and doctrines of men?  Which things indeed 
appear like wisdom in self-imposed worship, and 
humility, and severity to the body; but aren’t of any 
value against the indulgence of the flesh.  
 Colossians 2:20-23 WEB 

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will 
abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and 
things taught by demons.  Such teachings come through 
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared 
as with a hot iron.  They forbid people to marry and 
order them to abstain from certain foods, which God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who 
believe and who know the truth.  For everything God 
created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by 
the word of God and prayer. 1Timothy 4:1-5 NIV 

Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him.  For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world.  And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does 
the will of God abides forever. 1John 2:15-17 ESV 

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father, 
through him. Colossians 3:17 WEB 



200 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

If any other man thinks that he has confidence in the 
flesh, I yet more: circumcised the eighth day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning 
zeal, persecuting the assembly; concerning the 
righteousness which is in the law, found blameless.  
 Philippians 3:4-6 WEB 

“Pharisee” “found blameless.”  

. . . not having a righteousness of my own, that which is 
of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may 
know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, becoming conformed to his 
death; if by any means I may attain to the resurrection 
from the dead. Philippians 3:9-11 WEB 

What shall we say, then?  Is the law sinful?  Certainly 
not!  Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin 
was had it not been for the law.  For I would not have 
known what coveting really was if the law had not said, 
“You shall not covet.”  But sin, seizing the opportunity 
afforded by the commandment, produced in me every 
kind of coveting.  For apart from the law, sin was dead.  
Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the 
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commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died.  I 
found that the very commandment that was intended to 
bring life actually brought death.  For sin, seizing the 
opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, 
and through the commandment put me to death.  
 Romans 7:7-11 NIV 

“For I, through the law, died to the law, that I might live 
to God.  I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no 
longer I that live, but Christ lives in me.  That life which 
I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself up for me.  I don’t 
reject the grace of God.  For if righteousness is through 
the law, then Christ died for nothing!”  
 Galatians 2:19-21 WEB 
Now before faith came, we were held captive under the 
law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 
revealed.  So then, the law was our guardian until Christ 
came, in order that we might be justified by faith.  But 
now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 
through faith. Galatians 3:23-26 ESV 

You are alienated from Christ, you who desire to be 
justified by the law.  You have fallen away from grace.  
 Galatians 5:4 WEB 

Jerusalem Council Council of 
Jerusalem
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“It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command 
them to keep the law of Moses.” Acts 15:5 WEB 

“Now therefore why do you tempt God, that you should 
put a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear?  But we believe that we 
are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 
they are.” Acts 15:10-11 WEB 

“The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the 
brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia, greetings.  Since we have heard that some 
persons have gone out from us and troubled you with 
words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them no 
instructions, it has seemed good to us, having come to 
one accord, to choose men and send them to you with 
our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked 
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We 
have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will 
tell you the same things by word of mouth.  For it has 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you 
no greater burden than these requirements: that you 
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from 
blood, and from what has been strangled, and from 
sexual immorality.  If you keep yourselves from these, 
you will do well.  Farewell.” Acts 15:23-29 ESV 
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For sin will not have dominion over you.  For you are 
not under law, but under grace. 

What then?  Shall we sin, because we are not under law, 
but under grace?  May it never be! Romans 6:14-15 WEB 

I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to 
house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of 
repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Acts 20:20-21 ESV 

“Foundations for Eternal Life,”
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”  
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repentance 

Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation 
and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  
 2Corinthians 7:10 NIV 

brings death
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“Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to 
the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in 
Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all the 
region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in 
keeping with their repentance.” Acts 26:19-20 ESV 

“Foun-
dations for Eternal Life” “Faith,”

“Wisdom and Faith.”

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1 NIV 

knowing
understanding acting

knowing understanding acting

“by faith.”  

By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events 
as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the 
saving of his household.  By this he condemned the 
world and became an heir of the righteousness that 
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comes by faith. 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out 
to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance.  And 
he went out, not knowing where he was going.  
 Hebrews 11:7-8 ESV 

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works?  Can that faith save him?  
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in 
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what good is that?  So also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

But someone will say, “You have faith and I have 
works.”  Show me your faith apart from your works, and 
I will show you my faith by my works.  You believe that 
God is one; you do well.  Even the demons believe—and 
shudder!  Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, 
that faith apart from works is useless?  Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered 
up his son Isaac on the altar?  You see that faith was 
active along with his works, and faith was completed by 
his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.  
You see that a person is justified by works and not by 
faith alone.  And in the same way was not also Rahab 
the prostitute justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way?  For as 
the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart 
from works is dead. James 2:14-26 ESV 
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I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day 
of salvation. 2Corinthians 6:2 NIV 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 1John 1:9 ESV 

all

“Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily 
burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart; and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 WEB 

And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with great fear.  And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
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will be for all the people.” Luke 2:9-10 ESV 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. John 1:6-7 ESV 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him.  He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him.  But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 John 1:9-13 ESV 
From his fullness we all received grace upon grace.  
 John 1:16 WEB 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.  For God didn’t send his 
Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 
should be saved through him. John 3:16-17 WEB 

“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” John 12:32 WEB 

“And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.” Acts 2:21 NIV 

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.” Acts 10:34-35 ESV 

“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent.  For he has 
set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the 
man he has appointed.  He has given proof of this to 
everyone by raising him from the dead.” Acts 17:30-31 NIV 
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  
 Romans 1:16 NIV 
There will be tribulation and distress for every human 
being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 
but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does 
good, the Jew first and also the Greek.  For God shows 
no partiality. Romans 2:9-11 ESV 
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 
bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  For there is no 
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God . . . Romans 3:21-23 ESV 

Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in 
condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act 
resulted in justification and life for all people.  
 Romans 5:18 NIV 
For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him 
will not be put to shame.”  For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of 
all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  For 
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” Romans 10:11-13 ESV 

For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so 
that he may have mercy on them all. Romans 11:32 NIV 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 
that one died for all, and therefore all died.  And he died 
for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was 
raised again. 2Corinthians 5:14-15 NIV 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
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for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may 
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way.  This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one 
God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for 
all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.  
 1Timothy 2:1-6 ESV 
For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, 
because we have set our trust in the living God, who is 
the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.  
 1Timothy 4:10 WEB 
For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation 
to all people. Titus 2:11 NIV 

The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some 
count slowness; but is patient with us, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 2Peter 3:9 WEB 

And he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the whole world. 1John 2:2 WEB 
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He said to all, “If anyone desires to come after me, let him 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For 
whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever will 
lose his life for my sake, the same will save it.  For what 
does it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses 
or forfeits his own self?” Luke 9:23-25 WEB 

“Love your neighbor as yourself”

“is not self-seeking”

“Hate”
selfishness

agape love

He came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house 
he asked them, “What were you arguing among 
yourselves on the way?” 
But they were silent, for they had disputed one with 
another on the way about who was the greatest. 
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He sat down, and called the twelve; and he said to them, 
“If any man wants to be first, he shall be last of all, and 
servant of all.” Mark 9:33-35 WEB 

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that 
those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them.  Not so with you.  Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.  For even 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  
 Mark 10:42-45 NIV 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves.  
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. Philippians 2:3-4 ESV 

But understand this, that in the last days there will come 
times of difficulty.  For people will be lovers of self . . . 
  
 2Timothy 3:1-2 ESV 

pride
Humility

“Foundations for Eternal Life”
“Pride.”

If there is therefore any exhortation in Christ, if any 
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consolation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
tender mercies and compassion, make my joy full, by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind; doing nothing through rivalry or 
through conceit, but in humility, each counting others 
better than himself; each of you not just looking to his 
own things, but each of you also to the things of others.  
Have this in your mind, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, existing in the form of God, didn’t consider 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the 
likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, yes, the 
death of the cross. Philippians 2:1-8 WEB 

He came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house 
he asked them, “What were you arguing among 
yourselves on the way?” 

But they were silent, for they had disputed one with 
another on the way about who was the greatest. 

He sat down, and called the twelve; and he said to them, 
“If any man wants to be first, he shall be last of all, and 
servant of all.” Mark 9:33-35 WEB 

great

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
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the humble.” 1Peter 5:5 ESV 

“Humility”
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Two are better than one, because they have a good 
reward for their labor.  For if they fall, the one will lift 
up his fellow; but woe to him who is alone when he falls, 
and doesn’t have another to lift him up.  Again, if two lie 
together, then they have warmth; but how can one keep 
warm alone?  If a man prevails against one who is 
alone, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is 
not quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 WEB 

I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, 
and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, keep them 
through your name which you have given me, that they 
may be one, even as we are. John 17:11 WEB 

Not for these only do I pray, but for those also who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be 
one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be one in us; that the world may believe 
that you sent me.  The glory which you have given me, I 
have given to them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one; I in them, and you in me, that they may be 
perfected into one; that the world may know that you 
sent me, and loved them, even as you loved me.  
 John 17:20-23 WEB 

The cup of blessing which we bless, isn’t it a sharing of 
the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, isn’t it 
a sharing of the body of Christ?  Because there is one 
loaf of bread, we, who are many, are one body; for we 
all partake of the one loaf of bread. 
  
 1Corinthians 10:16-17 WEB 
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For I say, through the grace that was given me, to every 
man who is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think reasonably, 
as God has apportioned to each person a measure of 
faith.  For even as we have many members in one body, 
and all the members don’t have the same function, so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one another.  Having gifts 
differing according to the grace that was given to us . . .  
 Romans 12:3-6 WEB 
For as the body is one, and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, being many, are one body; so 
also is Christ.  For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or 
free; and were all given to drink into one Spirit.  For the 
body is not one member, but many.  If the foot would 
say, “Because I’m not the hand, I’m not part of the 
body,” it is not therefore not part of the body.  If the ear 
would say, “Because I’m not the eye, I’m not part of the 
body,” it’s not therefore not part of the body.  If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If 
the whole were hearing, where would the smelling be?  
But now God has set the members, each one of them, in 
the body, just as he desired.  If they were all one 
member, where would the body be?  But now they are 
many members, but one body.  The eye can’t tell the 
hand, “I have no need for you,” or again the head to the 
feet, “I have no need for you.”  No, much rather, those 
members of the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary.  Those parts of the body which we think to be 
less honorable, on those we bestow more abundant 
honor; and our unpresentable parts have more 
abundant propriety; whereas our presentable parts have 
no such need.  But God composed the body together, 
giving more abundant honor to the inferior part, that 
there should be no division in the body, but that the 
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members should have the same care for one another.  
When one member suffers, all the members suffer with 
it.  Or when one member is honored, all the members 
rejoice with it. 
Now you are the body of Christ, and members 
individually. 1Corinthians 12:12-27 WEB 

Therefore, putting away falsehood, speak truth each one 
with his neighbor.  For we are members of one another.  
 Ephesians 4:25 WEB 
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which 
also you were called in one body; and be thankful.  
 Colossians 3:15 WEB 

“Don’t lay up treasures for yourselves on the earth, 
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break 
through and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consume, and 
where thieves don’t break through and steal; for where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
 Matthew 6:19-21 WEB 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and 
money.” Matthew 6:24 ESV 

“Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.” Luke 12:15 NIV 

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual 
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, 
because these are improper for God’s holy people.  
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 Ephesians 5:3 NIV 

For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or 
greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  Let no 
one deceive you with empty words, for because of such 
things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient.  
 Ephesians 5:5-6 NIV 
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires 
and greed, which is idolatry. Colossians 3:5 NIV 

But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we 
brought nothing into the world, and we certainly can’t 
carry anything out.  But having food and clothing, we 
will be content with that.  But those who are determined 
to be rich fall into a temptation and a snare and many 
foolish and harmful lusts, such as drown men in ruin 
and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil.  Some have been led astray from the faith 
in their greed, and have pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows. 1Timothy 6:6-10 WEB 

But know this, that in the last days, grievous times will 
come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money. . .  
 2Timothy 3:1-2 WEB 
Be free from the love of money, content with such things 
as you have, for he has said, “I will in no way leave you, 
neither will I in any way forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5 WEB 

“Prosperity.”
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The fear of man proves to be a snare, but whoever puts 
his trust in Yahweh is kept safe. Proverbs 29:25 WEB 

By mercy and truth iniquity is atoned for.  By the fear of 
Yahweh men depart from evil. Proverbs 16:6 WEB 

The fear of Yahweh is a fountain of life, turning people 
from the snares of death. Proverbs 14:27 WEB 

fear of people

The men of the place asked him about his wife.  He said, 
“She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say, “My wife,” 
lest, he thought, “the men of the place might kill me for 
Rebekah, because she is beautiful to look at.” . . . 
Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us?  One 
of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and 
you would have brought guilt on us!” Genesis 26:7, 10 WEB 

Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who 
were among those who had explored the land, tore their 
clothes and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The 
land we passed through and explored is exceedingly 
good.  If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us 
into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and 
will give it to us.  Only do not rebel against the LORD.  
And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because 
we will devour them.  Their protection is gone, but the 
LORD is with us.  Do not be afraid of them.” 

But the whole assembly talked about stoning them.  
 Numbers 14:6-10 NIV 
Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; for I have 
transgressed the commandment of Yahweh, and your 
words, because I feared the people, and obeyed their 
voice.” 1Samuel 15:24 WEB 
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David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to 
the battle lines and asked his brothers how they were.  
As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine 
champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and 
shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it.  
Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from 
him in great fear. 1Samuel 17:22-24 NIV 

There was much murmuring among the multitudes 
concerning him.  Some said, “He is a good man.”  
Others said, “Not so, but he leads the multitude astray.”  
Yet no one spoke openly of him for fear of the Jews.  
 John 7:12-13 WEB 

And I understood and saw that God had not sent him, 
but he had pronounced the prophecy against me because 
Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.  For this purpose 
he was hired, that I should be afraid and act in this way 
and sin, and so they could give me a bad name in order 
to taunt me. Nehemiah 6:12-13 ESV 

In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not 
be afraid.  What can flesh do to me? Psalms 56:4 ESV 

I have put my trust in God.  I will not be afraid.  What 
can man do to me? Psalms 56:11 WEB 

Yahweh is on my side.  I will not be afraid.  What can 
man do to me? Psalms 118:6 WEB 

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell.” Matthew 10:28 NIV 

“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body and after that can do no more.  But I will show 
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you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your 
body has been killed, has authority to throw you into 
hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear him.” Luke 12:4-5 NIV 

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ.  Then, whether I come 
and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will 
know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving 
together as one for the faith of the gospel without being 
frightened in any way by those who oppose you.  This is 
a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you 
will be saved—and that by God. Philippians 1:27-28 NIV   

So that with good courage we say, “The Lord is my 
helper.  I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”  
 Hebrews 13:6 WEB 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, 
you are blessed.  “Don’t fear what they fear, neither be 
troubled.” 1Peter 3:14 WEB 

Let all the earth fear Yahweh.  Let all the inhabitants of 
the world stand in awe of him. Psalms 33:8 WEB 

Oh fear Yahweh, you his saints, for there is no lack with 
those who fear him. Psalms 34:9 WEB 

The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of knowledge; but 
the foolish despise wisdom and instruction.  
 Proverbs 1:7 WEB 

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell.” Matthew 10:28 NIV 

Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  
 2Corinthians 7:1 WEB 
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Honor all men.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  
Honor the king. 1Peter 2:17 WEB 

“. . . to grant to us that we, being delivered out of the 
hand of our enemies, should serve him without fear, in 
holiness and righteousness before him all the days of 
our life.” Luke 1:74-75 WEB 
For you didn’t receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom 
we cry, “Abba!  Father!” Romans 8:15 WEB 

For God didn’t give us a spirit of fear, but of power, 
love, and self-control. 2Timothy 1:7 WEB 

There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment.  The one who 
fears is not made perfect in love. 1John 4:18 NIV 

All the people perceived the thunderings, the lightnings, 
the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking.  
When the people saw it, they trembled, and stayed at a 
distance.  They said to Moses, “Speak with us yourself, 
and we will listen; but don’t let God speak with us, lest 
we die.” 

Moses said to the people, “Don’t be afraid, for God has 
come to test you, and that his fear may be before you, 
that you won’t sin.” Exodus 20:18-20 WEB 
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“Deception Goes Both Ways.”  

This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses 
against you that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses.  Now choose life, so that you and 
your children may live and that you may love the LORD 
your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.  For 
the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years 
in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. Deuteronomy 30:19-20 NIV 
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I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.  He 
dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the 
choicest vines.  He built a watchtower in it and cut out a 
winepress as well.  Then he looked for a crop of good 
grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 
“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard.  What more could 
have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it?  
When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only 
bad?  Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my 
vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be 
destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be 
trampled.  I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor 
cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there.  I will 
command the clouds not to rain on it.” 
The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of 
Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he 
delighted in.  And he looked for justice, but saw 
bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.  
 Isaiah 5:1-7 NIV 

vineyard
“What more could have been done for my 

vineyard than I have done for it?”

(“What more could have been done . . . than I 
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have done . . . ?”

But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves 
to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the 
pattern of teaching that has now claimed your 
allegiance.  You have been set free from sin and have 
become slaves to righteousness. Romans 6:17-18 NIV 

slaves to sin
slaves to righteousness
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“God 
is Love”

He who is often rebuked and stiffens his neck will be 
destroyed suddenly, with no remedy. Proverbs 29:1 WEB 
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“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.” Matthew 6:31-33 NIV 

. . . men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, 
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw 
thyself. 1Timothy 6:5 KJV 

“Supposing that gain is godliness”
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“gain is 
godliness.”  

Better is the little that the righteous has than the 
abundance of many wicked. Psalm 37:16 ESV 

Better is little, with the fear of Yahweh, than great 
treasure with trouble.  Better is a dinner of herbs, where 
love is, than a fattened calf with hatred.  
 Proverbs 15:16-17 WEB 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom 
of God.” Luke 6:20 NIV 

“But woe to you who are rich, for you have already 
received your comfort.” Luke 6:24 NIV 

Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries 
that are coming on you.  Your riches are corrupted and 
your garments are moth-eaten.  Your gold and your 
silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be for a 
testimony against you, and will eat your flesh like fire.  
You have laid up your treasure in the last days.  Behold, 
the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which 
you have kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of 
those who reaped have entered into the ears of the Lord 
of Armies.  You have lived delicately on the earth, and 
taken your pleasure.  You have nourished your hearts as 
in a day of slaughter. James 5:1-5 WEB 

that gain is godliness

“from such withdraw thyself” 
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. . . people of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, 
who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.  
Withdraw yourself from such. 1Timothy 6:5 WEB 

people of 
corrupt mind gain

It shall happen, if you shall listen diligently to my 
commandments which I command you today, to love 
Yahweh your God, and to serve him with all your heart 
and with all your soul, that I will give the rain for your 
land in its season, the former rain and the latter rain, 
that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and 
your oil.  I will give grass in your fields for your 
livestock, and you shall eat and be full.  
 Deuteronomy 11:13-15 WEB 

For if you shall diligently keep all these commandments 
which I command you, to do them, to love Yahweh your 
God, to walk in all his ways, and to cling to him, then 
Yahweh will drive out all these nations from before you, 
and you shall dispossess nations greater and mightier 
than yourselves.  Every place on which the sole of your 
foot treads shall be yours: from the wilderness and 
Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even to the 
western sea shall be your border.  No man will be able to 
stand before you.  Yahweh your God will lay the fear of 
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you and the dread of you on all the land that you tread 
on, as he has spoken to you. Deuteronomy 11:22-25 WEB 

Therefore keep the words of this covenant and do them, 
that you may prosper in all that you do.  
 Deuteronomy 29:9 WEB 

“I am going the way of all the earth.  You be strong 
therefore, and show yourself a man; and keep the 
instruction of Yahweh your God, to walk in his ways, to 
keep his statutes, his commandments, his ordinances, 
and his testimonies, according to that which is written in 
the law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you 
do, and wherever you turn yourself.” 1Kings 2:2-3 WEB 

“godliness” “to 
love Yahweh your God, and to serve him with all your heart 
and with all your soul”

Blessed is the man who doesn’t walk in the counsel of 
the wicked, nor stand on the path of sinners, nor sit in 
the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in Yahweh’s law.  
On his law he meditates day and night.  He will be like a 
tree planted by the streams of water, that produces its 
fruit in its season, whose leaf also does not wither.  
Whatever he does shall prosper. Psalm 1:1-3 WEB 
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Praise the LORD!  Blessed is the man who fears the 
LORD, who greatly delights in his commandments!  His 
offspring will be mighty in the land; the generation of 
the upright will be blessed.  Wealth and riches are in his 
house, and his righteousness endures forever.  
 Psalm 112:1-3 ESV 

Blessed is everyone who fears Yahweh, who walks in his 
ways.  For you will eat the labor of your hands.  You will 
be happy, and it will be well with you. Psalm 128:1-2 WEB 

“I, wisdom, have made prudence my dwelling.  Find out 
knowledge and discretion.  The fear of Yahweh is to 
hate evil.  I hate pride, arrogance, the evil way, and the 
perverse mouth.  Counsel and sound knowledge are 
mine.  I have understanding and power.  By me kings 
reign, and princes decree justice.  By me princes rule; 
nobles, and all the righteous rulers of the earth.  I love 
those who love me.  Those who seek me diligently will 
find me.  With me are riches, honor, enduring wealth, 
and prosperity.” Proverbs 8:12-18 WEB 

Yahweh’s blessing brings wealth, and he adds no 
trouble to it. Proverbs 10:22 WEB 

The result of humility and the fear of Yahweh is wealth, 
honor, and life. Proverbs 22:4 WEB 

“godliness is a means of gain”

Does the New Covenant differ from previous covenants in 
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how prosperity and godliness are related? 

godliness prosperity

Jesus said, “Most certainly I tell you, there is no one 
who has left house, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or land, for my sake, and 
for the sake of the Good News, but he will receive one 
hundred times more now in this time: houses, brothers, 
sisters, mothers, children, and land, with persecutions; 
and in the age to come eternal life.  But many who are 
first will be last; and the last first.” Mark 10:29-31 WEB 

“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, and running over, will be given 
to you. For with the same measure you measure it will 
be measured back to you.”  Luke 6:38 WEB 

“The thief only comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  I came 
that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.”  
 John 10:10 WEB 
What then shall we say about these things?  If God is for 
us, who can be against us?  He who didn’t spare his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how would he not 
also with him freely give us all things?  
 Romans 8:31-32 WEB 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.  As it is written, “He has 



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 233 

distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever.”  He who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. 2Corinthians 9:8-11 ESV 

You don’t have, because you don’t ask. James 4:2 WEB 

Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be 
healthy, even as your soul prospers. 3John 2 WEB 

“Blessed are you who are poor, God’s Kingdom is 
yours” “But woe to you who are 
rich! For you have received your consolation”

eternal life inheritance
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“This is the will of the one who sent me, that everyone 
who sees the Son, and believes in him, should have 
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”  
 John 6:40 WEB 

Don’t be deceived.  God is not mocked, for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap.  For he who sows to his 
own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption.  But he 
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 
life.  Let us not be weary in doing good, for we will reap 
in due season, if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:7-9 WEB 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 1Peter 1:3-5 ESV 

But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love 
toward mankind appeared, not by works of 
righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to 
his mercy, he saved us through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior; that being justified by his grace, we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 Titus 3:4-7 WEB 

And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.  
 1John 2:25 ESV 

eternal life inheritance



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 235 

“Blessed are those who have been persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  Blessed are you when people reproach you, 
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven.  For that is how they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
 Matthew 5:10-12 WEB 

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us 
an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we 
look not to the things that are seen but to the things that 
are unseen.  For the things that are seen are transient, 
but the things that are unseen are eternal.  
 2Corinthians 4:17-18 ESV 

But remember the former days, in which, after you were 
enlightened, you endured a great struggle with 
sufferings; partly, being exposed to both reproaches and 
oppressions; and partly, becoming partakers with those 
who were treated so.  For you both had compassion on 
me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of 
your possessions, knowing that you have for yourselves 
a better possession and an enduring one in the heavens.  
 Hebrews 10:32-34 WEB 
By faith, Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to 
share ill treatment with God’s people, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a time; accounting the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he 
looked to the reward. Hebrews 11:24-26 WEB 

“The nations were angry, and your wrath came, as did 
the time for the dead to be judged, and to give your 
bondservants the prophets, their reward, as well as to the 
saints, and those who fear your name, to the small and 
the great; and to destroy those who destroy the earth.”  
 Revelation 11:18 WEB 
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“Behold, I come quickly.  My reward is with me, to 
repay to each man according to his work.”  
 Revelation 22:12 WEB 

“Don’t lay up treasures for yourselves on the earth, 
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break 
through and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consume, and 
where thieves don’t break through and steal; for where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
 Matthew 6:19-21 WEB 

He called the multitude to himself with his disciples, and 
said to them, “Whoever wants to come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it; and whoever 
will lose his life for my sake and the sake of the Good 
News will save it.  For what does it profit a man, to gain 
the whole world, and forfeit his life?” Mark 8:34-36 WEB 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom 
of God.” Luke 6:20 NIV 

“But woe to you who are rich, for you have already 
received your comfort.” Luke 6:24 NIV 

“Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.” Luke 12:15 NIV 

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell your possessions, 
and give to the needy.  Provide yourselves with 
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the 
heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches 



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 237 

and no moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” Luke 12:32-34 ESV 

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution. 2Timothy 3:12 WEB 

But you have dishonored the poor man.  Don’t the rich 
oppress you, and personally drag you before the courts?  
Don’t they blaspheme the honorable name by which you 
are called? James 2:6-7 WEB 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and 
money.” Matthew 6:24 ESV 

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be 
haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.  They are to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus 
storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation 
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which 
is truly life. 1Timothy 6:17-19 ESV 

(“gain is godliness,” “godliness is a means to gain”
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But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we 
brought nothing into the world, and we certainly can’t 
carry anything out.  But having food and clothing, we 
will be content with that.  But those who are determined 
to be rich fall into a temptation and a snare and many 
foolish and harmful lusts, such as drown men in ruin 
and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil.  Some have been led astray from the faith 
in their greed, and have pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows. 1Timothy 6:6-10 WEB 

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content 
with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5 ESV 

Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in 
heart.  But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had 
nearly lost my foothold.  For I envied the arrogant when 
I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  They have no 
struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong.  They are 
free from common human burdens; they are not 
plagued by human ills.  Therefore pride is their 
necklace; they clothe themselves with violence.  
 Psalm 73:1-6 NIV 
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Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right 
hand.  You guide me with your counsel, and afterward 
you will take me into glory. Psalm 73:23-24 NIV 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
 Psalm 23:1 KJV 

 
inheritance

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 1Peter 1:3-5 ESV 
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It is the glory of God to conceal things,  
but the glory of kings is to search things out. 

Proverbs 25:2 ESV 

Science
Science

science

hard science

hard science,

soft science
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soft science

hard science
soft science

hard science

hard science

soft science hard science
hard science soft science
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God

God

faith
“Beneath Foundations for Eternal Life,” “About 
Faith”
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microevolution macroevolution

Microevolution

hard 
science

macroevolution



244 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

soft science hard science

Soft science
soft science

hard 
science

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
Now the earth was formless and empty.  Darkness was 
on the surface of the deep and God’s Spirit was hovering 
over the surface of the waters. 
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  God 
saw the light, and saw that it was good.  God divided the 
light from the darkness.  God called the light “day,” and 
the darkness he called “night.”  There was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. Genesis 1:1-5 WEB 
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hard 
science soft
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See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to 
the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ. Colossians 2:8 ESV 

O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you.  Avoid 
the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is 
falsely called “knowledge,” for by professing it some 
have swerved from the faith.  Grace be with you.  
 1Timothy 6:20-21 ESV 
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“Not for these only do I pray, but for those also who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; 

even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you,  
that they also may be one in us;  

that the world may believe that you sent me.” 
John 17:20-21 WEB 

Now there are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
There are various kinds of service, and the same Lord.  
There are various kinds of workings, but the same God, 

who works all things in all . . . 
that there should be no division in the body, but that the 

members should have the same care for one another. 
1Corinthians 12:4-6, 25 WEB 

“Deceivers Among Us.”  

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift 
destruction.  And many will follow their sensuality, and 
because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.  
And in their greed they will exploit you with false words.  
 2Peter 2:1-3 ESV 

turn away

Now I beg you, brothers, look out for those who are 
causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, 
contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and turn 
away from them.  For those who are such don’t serve 
our Lord, Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by their 
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smooth and flattering speech, they deceive the hearts of 
the innocent. Romans 16:17-18 WEB 

turn away from them

But know this, that in the last days, grievous times will 
come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, 
boastful, arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, not 
lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding a form of 
godliness, but having denied its power.  Turn away from 
these, also. 2Timothy 3:1 WEB 
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
he suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
he was crucified, he died, and was buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
one holy universal church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

who Jesus is

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth.”  
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“The Holy Spirit.”  

“One holy universal church.”  

“The communion of saints.”  

“The forgiveness of sins.”  

“The resurrection of the body.”  “For 
if the dead aren’t raised, neither has Christ been 
raised.  If Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
vain; you are still in your sins”

“Life everlasting.”  
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Now I declare to you, brothers, the Good News which I 
preached to you, which also you received, in which you 
also stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold 
firmly the word which I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain.  For I delivered to you first of all that 
which I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  
Then he appeared to over five hundred brothers at once, 
most of whom remain until now, but some have also 
fallen asleep. 1Corinthians 15:1-6 WEB 

Christ.”  

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent 
his Son to be the Savior of the world.  Whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 
him, and he in God. 1John 4:14-15 ESV  

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 
whoever has been born of him. 1John 5:1 ESV 
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For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, so 
in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. Romans 12:4-5 NIV 

For as the body is one, and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, being many, are one body; so 
also is Christ.  For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or 
free; and were all given to drink into one Spirit.  
 1Corinthians 12:12-13 WEB 
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you also were 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, 
and through all, and in us all. Ephesians 4:4-6 WEB 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28 ESV 

Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling 
over disputable matters.  One person’s faith allows them 
to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats 



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 253 

only vegetables.  The one who eats everything must not 
treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one 
who does not eat everything must not judge the one who 
does, for God has accepted them.  Who are you to judge 
someone else’s servant?  To their own master, servants 
stand or fall.  And they will stand, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand.  One person considers one day more 
sacred than another; another considers every day alike.  
Each of them should be fully convinced in their own 
mind.  Whoever regards one day as special does so to the 
Lord.  Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they 
give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the 
Lord and gives thanks to God. Romans 14:1-6 NIV 

disputable matters:

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the 
weak and not to please ourselves.  Each of us should 
please our neighbors for their good, to build them up.  
For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is 
written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen 
on me.” Romans 15:1-3 NIV 

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement 
give you the same attitude of mind toward each other 



254 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one 
voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.  
 Romans 15:5-7 NIV 

“Greet one another with a kiss of love”

quarreling over disputable 
matters
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Now I beg you, brothers, through the name of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
perfected together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.  For it has been reported to me concerning 
you, my brothers, by those who are from Chloe's 
household, that there are contentions among you.  Now 
I mean this, that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” 
“I follow Apollos,” “I follow Cephas,” and, “I follow 
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Christ.”  Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  
Or were you baptized into the name of Paul?  
 1Corinthians 1:10-13 WEB 

heresy
“Heresy.”  

“heresy”

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  
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No one comes to the Father, except through me.”  
 John 14:6 WEB 
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved.” Acts 4:12 ESV 

deception goes both ways

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you also were 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, 
and through all, and in us all. Ephesian 4:4-6 WEB 

one body
one body

one body
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“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another.  Just as I have loved you, you also love one 
another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
 John 13:34-35 WEB 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”  
 John 15:12-13 WEB 
For this is the message that you have heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another.  
 1John 3:11 ESV 

love one another.  

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, 
and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
God.  Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 1John 4:7-8 ESV 

If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is 
a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God 
must also love his brother. 1John 4:20-21 ESV 
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“Don’t judge, so that you won’t be judged. 
For with whatever judgment you judge, you will be judged; 

and with whatever measure you measure,  
it will be measured to you.” 

Matthew 7:1-2 WEB 

sin
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“Beneath Foundations for Eternal 
Life,”

“. . . male and female he created them.”

“You are to make a distinction between the holy and the 
common, and between the unclean and the clean.”  
  Leviticus 10:10 WEB 
“But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory.  Before him all the nations will be gathered, 
and he will separate them one from another, as a 
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shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will set 
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.”  
 Matthew 25:31-33 WEB 
“You hypocrites!  You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the earth and the sky, but how is it that 
you don’t interpret this time?  Why don’t you judge for 
yourselves what is right?” Luke 12:56-57 WEB 

Test all things, and hold firmly that which is good.  
Abstain from every form of evil. 1Thessalonians 5:21-22 WEB 

For you are all children of God, through faith in Christ 
Jesus.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
 Galatians 3:26-28 WEB 

“Don’t judge, so that you won’t be judged.  For with 
whatever judgment you judge, you will be judged; and 
with whatever measure you measure, it will be measured 
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to you.  Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but don't consider the beam that is in your 
own eye?  Or how will you tell your brother, ‘Let me 
remove the speck from your eye;’ and behold, the beam 
is in your own eye?  You hypocrite!  First remove the 
beam out of your own eye, and then you can see clearly 
to remove the speck out of your brother’s eye.”  
 Matthew 7:1-5 WEB 

Therefore you are without excuse, O man, whoever you 
are who judge.  For in that which you judge another, 
you condemn yourself.  For you who judge practice the 
same things.  We know that the judgment of God is 
according to truth against those who practice such 
things.  Do you think this, O man who judges those who 
practice such things, and do the same, that you will 
escape the judgment of God? Romans 2:1-3 WEB 

“don’t judge,” “do 
judge.”  
“don’t judge”

“do judge”

“don’t judge”

I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human 
court; indeed, I do not even judge myself.  My 
conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent.  
It is the Lord who judges me.  Therefore judge nothing 
before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes.  
He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and 
will expose the motives of the heart.  At that time each 
will receive their praise from God. 1Corinthians 4:3-5 NIV 

Don’t speak against one another, brothers.  He who 
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speaks against a brother and judges his brother, speaks 
against the law and judges the law.  But if you judge the 
law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge.  Only one 
is the lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy.  But 
who are you to judge another? James 4:11-12 WEB 

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat 
or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New 
Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  These are a 
shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, 
however, is found in Christ. Colossians 2:16-17 NIV 

Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling 
over disputable matters.  One person’s faith allows them 
to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats 
only vegetables.  The one who eats everything must not 
treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one 
who does not eat everything must not judge the one who 
does, for God has accepted them.  Who are you to judge 
someone else’s servant?  To their own master, servants 
stand or fall.  And they will stand, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. Romans 14:1-4 NIV 

“If your brother sins against you, go, show him his fault 
between you and him alone.  If he listens to you, you 
have gained back your brother.  But if he doesn’t listen, 
take one or two more with you, that at the mouth of two 
or three witnesses every word may be established.  If he 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the assembly.  If he 
refuses to hear the assembly also, let him be to you as a 
Gentile or a tax collector.” Matthew 18:15-17 WEB 

For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the 
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body eats and drinks judgment on himself.  That is why 
many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.  But 
if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.  
 1Corinthians 11:29-31 ESV 
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people—not at all meaning the sexually 
immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the 
world.  But now I am writing to you not to associate with 
anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of 
sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, 
drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one.  
For what have I to do with judging outsiders?  Is it not 
those inside the church whom you are to judge?  God 
judges those outside.  “Purge the evil person from 
among you.” 1Corinthians 5:9-13 ESV 

Dare any of you, having a matter against his neighbor, 
go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the 
saints?  Don’t you know that the saints will judge the 
world?  And if the world is judged by you, are you 
unworthy to judge the smallest matters?  Don’t you 
know that we will judge angels?  How much more, 
things that pertain to this life? 1Corinthians 6:1-3 WEB 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you 
who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness.  Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted. Galatians 6:1 ESV 
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He said to the multitudes also, “When you see a cloud 
rising from the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is 
coming,’ and so it happens.  When a south wind blows, 
you say, ‘There will be a scorching heat,’ and it 
happens.  You hypocrites!  You know how to interpret 
the appearance of the earth and the sky, but how is it 
that you don’t interpret this time?  Why don’t you judge 
for yourselves what is right?” Luke 12:54-57 WEB 

Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor that which is evil.  
Cling to that which is good. Romans 12:9 WEB 

But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their 
powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 
distinguish good from evil. Hebrews 5:14 ESV 

Test all things, and hold firmly that which is good.  
Abstain from every form of evil. 1Thessalonians 5:21-22 WEB 

“For the Father judges no one, but he has given all 
judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father.  He who doesn’t honor the Son 
doesn’t honor the Father who sent him.” John 5:22-23 WEB 

“The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked.  But 
now he commands that all people everywhere should 
repent, because he has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by the man whom he 
has ordained; of which he has given assurance to all 
men, in that he has raised him from the dead.”  
 Acts 17:30-31 WEB 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
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Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for 
the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  
 2Corinthians 5:10 NIV 

“Look, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I 
will give to each person according to what they have 
done.” Revelation 22:12 NIV 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth.’  But I tell you, don’t resist him 
who is evil; but whoever strikes you on your right cheek, 
turn to him the other also.  If anyone sues you to take 
away your coat, let him have your cloak also.  Whoever 
compels you to go one mile, go with him two.”  
 Matthew 5:38-41 WEB 

Repay no one evil for evil.  Respect what is honorable in 
the sight of all men. Romans 12:17 WEB 

Don’t seek revenge yourselves, beloved, but give place to 
God’s wrath.  For it is written, “Vengeance belongs to 
me; I will repay, says the Lord.”  Therefore “If your 
enemy is hungry, feed him.  If he is thirsty, give him a 
drink; for in doing so, you will heap coals of fire on his 
head.” Romans 12:19-20 WEB 
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For the kingdom of God  
is not a matter of eating and drinking  

but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 14:17 ESV 

“The Spirit,”

Don’t you know that you are a temple of God, and that 
God’s Spirit lives in you? 1Corinthians 3:16 WEB 

But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love 
toward mankind appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we did ourselves, but according to 
his mercy, he saved us through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 Titus 3:4-7 WEB 
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receive the Holy Spirit

be filled with the Holy Spirit

be baptized in the Holy Spirit

receive the Holy Spirit

Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For 
the promise is to you, and to your children, and to all 
who are far off, even as many as the Lord our God will 
call to himself.” Acts 2:38-39 WEB 

“you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.”  

“will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
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“to you, and 
to your children, and to all who are far off, even as many 
as the Lord our God will call to himself.”  

receive
“lambano” 

  
lambano 

receive 

receiving
lambano

receive

“receive”
“lambano”

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up 
and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and 
drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”  
Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had 
not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
 John 7:37-39 ESV 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And 
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him.  You know him, for he dwells with 
you and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; 
I will come to you.” John 14:15-18 ESV 

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
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my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our home with him.” John 14:23 ESV 

Not only this, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces perseverance; and 
perseverance, proven character; and proven character, 
hope: and hope doesn’t disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us. Romans 5:3-5 WEB 

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if it is so 
that the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if any man 
doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, he is not his.  
 Romans 8:9 WEB 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are 
children of God.  For you didn’t receive the spirit of 
bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba!  Father!”  
 Romans 8:14-15 WEB 

But we received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is from God, that we might know the things that 
were freely given to us by God. 1Corinthians 2:12 WEB 

Don’t you know that you are a temple of God, and that 
God’s Spirit lives in you? 1Corinthians 3:16 WEB 

Or don’t you know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God?  
 1Corinthians 6:19 WEB 

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; 
test yourselves.  Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in 
you—unless, of course, you fail the test?  
 2Corinthians 13:5 NIV 

Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by 
works of the law or by hearing with faith?  Are you so 
foolish?  Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh? Galatians 3:2-3 ESV 
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But when the fullness of the time came, God sent out his 
Son, born to a woman, born under the law, that he 
might redeem those who were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of children.  And because 
you are children, God sent out the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, “Abba, Father!” Galatians 4:4-6 WEB 

received

When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day 
of the week, and when the doors were locked where the 
disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood in the middle, and said to them, “Peace 
be to you.” 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side.  The disciples therefore were glad when they 
saw the Lord.  Jesus therefore said to them again, 
“Peace be to you.  As the Father has sent me, even so I 
send you.”  When he had said this, he breathed on them, 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit!”  
 John 20:19-22 WEB 

received

filled with the Holy Spirit

receiving the Holy Spirit

receive the 
Holy Spirit

be filled with the Holy Spirit

received 
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filled with 

letters

filled with the Holy 
Spirit full of the Holy Spirit

filled with the Holy Spirit
fill

filled with the Holy Spirit

fill

filled
filled

filled

filled with the Holy Spirit

filled with the 
Spirit

Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, “Behold, I have called 
by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 
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tribe of Judah.  I have filled him with the Spirit of God, 
in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, 
and in all kinds of workmanship, to devise skillful 
works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and 
in cutting of stones for setting, and in carving of wood, 
to work in all kinds of workmanship.” Exodus 31:1-5 WEB 

But the angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid, Zacharias, 
because your request has been heard, and your wife, 
Elizabeth, will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name John.  You will have joy and gladness; and many 
will rejoice at his birth.  For he will be great in the sight 
of the Lord, and he will drink no wine nor strong drink.  
He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb.” Luke 1:13-15 WEB 

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped 
in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  She called out with a loud voice, and said, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb!” Luke 1:41-42 WEB 

His father, Zacharias, was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and prophesied, saying . . . Luke 1:67 WEB 

“came on,” “came upon”

filled with the Spirit

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to 
speak with other languages, as the Spirit gave them the 
ability to speak. Acts 2:4 WEB 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 
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“You rulers of the people, and elders of Israel . . .”  
 Acts 4:8 WEB 

When they had prayed, the place was shaken where they 
were gathered together.  They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 
boldness. Acts 4:31 WEB 

Ananias departed, and entered into the house.  Laying 
his hands on him, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord, who 
appeared to you on the road by which you came, has 
sent me, that you may receive your sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 9:17 WEB 

But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, looked intently at him and said, “You son of the 
devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit 
and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the 
straight paths of the Lord?” Acts 13:9-10 ESV 

And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit. Acts 13:52 ESV 

“full of the Holy Spirit.”  

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, 
and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness for forty 
days, being tempted by the devil. Luke 4:1-2 WEB 

The twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and 
said, “It is not appropriate for us to forsake the word of 
God and serve tables.  Therefore select from among you, 
brothers, seven men of good report, full of the Holy 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 
business. Acts 6:2-3 WEB 

These words pleased the whole multitude.  They chose 
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Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch; whom they set before 
the apostles. Acts 6:5-6 WEB 

Now when they heard these things, they were cut to the 
heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.  But he, 
being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
on the right hand of God, and said, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!” Acts 7:54-56 WEB 

They sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch, who, 
when he had come, and had seen the grace of God, was 
glad.  He exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart 
they should remain near to the Lord.  For he was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith, and many 
people were added to the Lord. Acts 11:22-24 WEB 

filled with the Holy 
Spirit

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
 Acts 1:8 NIV 

“they were all filled with the Holy Spirit”

received
“when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you”
“filled with the Holy Spirit”
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received
“fell on”

“came on” 

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit fell on all those who heard the word. Acts 10:44 WEB 

“Can anyone forbid these people from being baptized 
with water?  They have received the Holy Spirit just like 
us.” Acts 10:47 WEB 

As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, even as 
on us at the beginning.  I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he said, ‘John indeed baptized in water, but 
you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit.’  If then God 
gave to them the same gift as us, when we believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that I could withstand 
God?” Acts 11:15-17 WEB 

“the Holy Spirit fell on”
receiving the Holy 

Spirit filled with the Holy Spirit

letters 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  

“filled with the Holy Spirit”

Don’t be drunken with wine, in which is dissipation, but 
be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; singing, and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks 
always concerning all things in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to God, even the Father; subjecting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of Christ.  
 Ephesians 5:18-21 WEB 

filled 
with the Spirit  

filled with the Spirit
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be filled with the Spirit.  filled with 
the Spirit  

drunken 
with wine filled with the Spirit.  

filled with the Spirit

in the fear of 
Christ.

 filled with the Holy Spirit

filled with the 
Holy Spirit

full of the Holy Spirit

full of the Holy Spirit

full of the Holy Spirit

full of the Holy Spirit
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“Don’t quench the Spirit”
“Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit 

of God, in whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption” Quenching
grieving full of the 
Holy Spirit

“He who 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, from within 
him will flow rivers of living water”

be baptized in the Holy Spirit
“baptize.”  

baptized in the Holy Spirit

baptize baptism
baptized in the Holy Spirit

baptizo 

immerse dip

Jesus, when he was baptized, went up directly from the 
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water: and behold, the heavens were opened to him.  He 
saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming 
on him. Matthew 3:16 WEB 

In those days, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan.  Immediately 
coming up from the water, he saw the heavens parting, 
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  
 Mark 1:9-10 WEB 

Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 
because there was plenty of water, and people were 
coming and being baptized. John 3:23 NIV 

baptizo
baptizo

wash

Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of 
the scribes who had come from Jerusalem, they saw that 
some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, 
that is, unwashed.  (For the Pharisees and all the Jews 
do not eat unless they wash their hands properly, 
holding to the tradition of the elders, and when they 
come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they 
wash. And there are many other traditions that they 
observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and 
copper vessels and dining couches.) Mark 7:1-4 ESV   

While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine 
with him, so he went in and reclined at table.  The 
Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash 
before dinner. Luke 11:37-38 ESV 

washing of cups 
and pots . . .
baptismos baptisms”

Baptismos
“washings.”
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baptized baptizo

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariots, 
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.  Elisha sent 
a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan 
seven times, and your flesh shall come again to you, and 
you shall be clean.” 

But Naaman was angry, and went away, and said, 
“Behold, I thought, ‘He will surely come out to me, and 
stand, and call on the name of Yahweh his God, and 
wave his hand over the place, and heal the leper.’  
Aren’t Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel?  Couldn’t I wash in 
them, and be clean?”  So he turned and went away in a 
rage. 

His servants came near, and spoke to him, and said, 
“My father, if the prophet had asked you to do some 
great thing, wouldn’t you have done it?  How much 
rather then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be 
clean?’” 

Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in 
the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; 
and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, 
and he was clean. 2Kings 5:9-14 WEB 

“wash,”
“louo”

“bathe”

dipped himself seven times in the Jordan
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“dipped” “baptizo”
“baptized” 

baptized

An argument developed between some of John’s disci-
ples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial 
washing.  They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, 
that man who was with you on the other side of the 
Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is bap-
tizing, and everyone is going to him.” John 3:25-26 NIV 

Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
 Acts 2:38 WEB 

“Now why do you wait?  Arise, be baptized, and wash 
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”  
 Acts 22:16 WEB 

“ceremonial washing”
“he is baptizing.”  “be 

baptized” “forgiveness of sins.”  
“be baptized” “wash away your sins.”

“baptized in the 
Holy Spirit,”

“baptize”

“baptism,”



282 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

“baptize” “baptism”

In those days, John the Baptizer came, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, saying, “Repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand!” Matthew 3:1-2 WEB 

Then people from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the 
region around the Jordan went out to him.  They were 
baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.  
 Matthew 3:5-6 WEB   
I indeed baptize you in water for repentance, but he who 
comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to carry.  He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.  
 Matthew 3:11 WEB 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins.  And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Mark 1:4-5 ESV 

“baptized” for the forgiveness of 
sins
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Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, “This shall be the law 
of the leper in the day of his cleansing.  He shall be 
brought to the priest . . .  He who is to be cleansed shall 
wash his clothes, and shave off all his hair, and bathe 
himself in water; and he shall be clean.”  
 Leviticus 14:1-2, 8 WEB 

“Whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and 
shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water, and 
be unclean until the evening.” Leviticus 15:27 WEB 

“Whoever in the open field touches one who is slain 
with a sword, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a 
grave, shall be unclean seven days. . . . He shall wash 
his clothes and bathe himself in water, and shall be 
clean at evening.” Numbers 19:16, 19 WEB   

“with water” “in 
water.”  

may

washing

“The definite article in the phrase ‘in the water’ indicates 
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that this bathing is performed in water mentioned 
elsewhere, i.e., specifically in the water of a ritual bath, 
and not in just any water.  And the phrase “all his flesh” 
indicates that it must be in water into which all of his 
body can enter.”

“Once he 
has immersed and emerged, he is like a born Jew in every 
sense.”

“like a 
born Jew in every sense.”  

“Most certainly I tell you, unless one is born of water 
and spirit, he can’t enter into God’s Kingdom.”  
 John 3:5 WEB 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins

repentance
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conversion. 

“baptized in the 
Holy Spirit,”

be baptized in the Holy Spirit
baptized in

with the Holy Spirit

“I indeed baptize you in water for repentance, but he 
who comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am 
not worthy to carry.  He will baptize you in the Holy 
Spirit.” Matthew 3:11 WEB 

“I baptized you in water, but he will baptize you in the 
Holy Spirit.” Mark 1:8 WEB 

John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with 
water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Luke 3:16 ESV 

“I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’” John 1:33 ESV 
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baptize
wash baptism”

washing”
baptize 

washed
baptized

“confessing their 
sins”

And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. Luke 3:3 ESV 

baptized in the Holy Spirit

baptized 
into Christ Jesus

spiritual cleansing
spiritual conversion

...he saved us through the washing of regeneration and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us 
richly, through Jesus Christ our Savior... Titus 3:5-6 WEB 

the washing 
of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.  
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baptized in 
the Holy Spirit

baptized in the Holy Spirit:

“For John indeed baptized in water, but you will be 
baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  
 Acts 1:5 WEB 
“And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, 
‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit.’” Acts 11:16 ESV 

baptized in the Holy Spirit

baptized in the 
Holy Spirit

letters

“baptized in the Holy Spirit.”
spiritual power

baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

“Behold, I send out the promise of my Father on you.  
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But wait in the city of Jerusalem until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” Luke 24:49 WEB 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you.  You will be witnesses to me in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
uttermost parts of the earth.” Acts 1:8 WEB 

spiritual power

spiritual power

spiritual power filled with the Holy Spirit
baptized in the Holy Spirit

baptized in the Holy Spirit
filled with the Holy Spirit

“baptism”

“filled with the Holy Spirit”

“baptize in the Holy Spirit”
immersed 

filled 
with the Holy Spirit

baptism in the Holy Spirit 
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baptized in the Holy 
Spirit

“baptism in the Holy 
Spirit”

“baptism in the Holy Spirit”

“baptism in the Holy Spirit.”

“baptism in the Holy Spirit”

“baptism in the Holy Spirit”
baptism in 

the Holy Spirit

“baptize in the 
Holy Spirit”

“baptize in the Holy Spirit”

baptism in the 
Holy Spirit baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

baptized in the 
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Holy Spirit

baptism in 
the Holy Spirit

filled with the Holy Spirit

baptized in the Holy Spirit  baptism in the 
Holy Spirit

filled with the Holy 
Spirit full of the Holy Spirit

baptized in the Holy Spirit

baptized in the Holy 
Spirit

baptized in the Holy 
Spirit

baptized in the Holy Spirit

filled with the Holy Spirit
full of the Holy Spirit

“Filled with the Holy 
Spirit.”  
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filled with the Holy Spirit 

baptism in the Holy 
Spirit

baptized in the Holy Spirit

“A 
Neutral Attitude”

baptized in the 
Holy Spirit letters

baptize
baptized in the Holy 

Spirit

And such were some of you.  But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  
 1Corinthians 6:11 ESV 
But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love 
toward mankind appeared, not by works of 
righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to 
his mercy, he saved us through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ our  
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Savior . . . Titus 3:4-6 WEB 

“baptizo” 
“baptismo” “wash” “washing,”

washing 

baptizes 
in the Holy Spirit

the washing of regeneration and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit 

filled 
with the Holy Spirit baptized in 
the Holy Spirit

Spirit baptism
baptize

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 
drink of one Spirit. 1Corinthians 12:13 ESV 

baptize
immersed
immersed 

receive the Holy Spirit

be filled with the Holy Spirit

be baptized in the Holy Spirit
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receive the Holy Spirit

filled with the Holy Spirit

baptizes in the Holy Spirit

the washing of regeneration and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit 

“fruit of the Spirit”

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, and self-control.  
Against such things there is no law.  
 Galatians 5:22-23 WEB 

Now there are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
There are various kinds of service, and the same Lord.  
There are various kinds of workings, but the same God, 
who works all things in all.  But to each one is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the profit of all.  For to 
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one is given through the Spirit the word of wisdom, and 
to another the word of knowledge, according to the same 
Spirit; to another faith, by the same Spirit; and to 
another gifts of healings, by the same Spirit; and to 
another workings of miracles; and to another prophecy; 
and to another discerning of spirits; to another different 
kinds of languages; and to another the interpretation of 
languages.  But the one and the same Spirit produces all 
of these, distributing to each one separately as he 
desires. 1Corinthians 12:4-11 WEB 

For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, so 
in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.  We have different 
gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.  If your 
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with 
your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, 
then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encourage-
ment; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, 
do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.  
 Romans 12:4-8 NIV 

“to each one is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the profit of all” “We 
have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of 
us” all

“to each one separately as he 
desires”  

God has set some in the assembly: first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracle workers, then gifts 
of healings, helps, governments, and various kinds of 
languages.  Are all apostles?  Are all prophets?  Are all 
teachers?  Are all miracle workers?  Do all have gifts of 
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healings?  Do all speak with various languages?  Do all 
interpret?  But earnestly desire the best gifts.  
 1Corinthians 12:28-31 WEB 

For as the body is one, and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, being many, are one body; so 
also is Christ.  For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or 
free; and were all given to drink into one Spirit.  For the 
body is not one member, but many.  If the foot would 
say, “Because I’m not the hand, I’m not part of the 
body,” it is not therefore not part of the body.  
 1Corinthians 12;13-15 WEB  
The eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no need for you,” or 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need for you.”  
No, much rather, those members of the body which seem 
to be weaker are necessary.  Those parts of the body 
which we think to be less honorable, on those we bestow 
more abundant honor; and our unpresentable parts 
have more abundant propriety; whereas our presentable 
parts have no such need.  But God composed the body 
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together, giving more abundant honor to the inferior 
part, that there should be no division in the body, but 
that the members should have the same care for one 
another. 1Corinthians 12:21-25 WEB 

“. . . 
that there should be no division in the body, but that the 
members should have the same care for one another.”  

care for one another no division

I always thank my God for you because of his grace 
given you in Christ Jesus.  For in him you have been 
enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and 
with all knowledge—God thus confirming our testimony 
about Christ among you.  Therefore you do not lack any 
spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus 
Christ to be revealed. 1Corinthians 1:4-7 NIV 

Brothers, I couldn’t speak to you as to spiritual, but as 
to fleshly, as to babies in Christ.  I fed you with milk, not 
with meat; for you weren’t yet ready.  Indeed, not even 
now are you ready, for you are still fleshly.  For insofar 
as there is jealousy, strife, and factions among you, 
aren’t you fleshly, and don’t you walk in the ways of 
men? 1Corinthians 3:1-3 WEB 
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Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.  If anyone speaks, they should do so as 
one who speaks the very words of God.  If anyone 
serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, 
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ.  To him be the glory and the power for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 1Peter 4:10-11 NIV 

“tongues”  
“speaking in tongues

“These signs will accompany those who believe: in my 
name they will cast out demons; they will speak with 
new languages; they will take up serpents; and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it will in no way hurt them; they 
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  
 Mark 16:17-18 WEB 

Will speak with new languages
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They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to 
speak with other languages, as the Spirit gave them the 
ability to speak.  Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men, from every nation under the sky.  
When this sound was heard, the multitude came 
together, and were bewildered, because everyone heard 
them speaking in his own language.  They were all 
amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Behold, 
aren’t all these who speak Galileans?  How do we hear, 
everyone in our own native language?  Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and people from Mesopotamia, Judea, 
Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, 
the parts of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians: we 
hear them speaking in our languages the mighty works 
of God!”  They were all amazed, and were perplexed, 
saying one to another, “What does this mean?”  
 Acts 2:4-12 WEB 

the mighty works of God

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit fell on all those who heard the word.  They of the 
circumcision who believed were amazed, as many as 
came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was 
also poured out on the Gentiles.  For they heard them 
speaking in other languages and magnifying God.  
 Acts 10:44-46 WEB 

came on them

When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
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came on them, and they spoke with other languages and 
prophesied. Acts 19:6 WEB 

other languages

“Galileans”

“own native language”

“As I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the beginning”

other languages

“When Paul had 
laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and 
they spoke with other languages and prophesied”

other languages
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“Do all speak with various languages?”

for the profit of all

Now there are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
There are various kinds of service, and the same Lord.  
There are various kinds of workings, but the same God, 
who works all things in all.  But to each one is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the profit of all.  
 1Corinthians 12:4-7 

If I speak with the languages of men and of angels, but 
don’t have love, I have become sounding brass, or a 
clanging cymbal. 1Corinthians 13:1 WEB 

edification
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edification

For he who speaks in another language speaks not to 
men, but to God; for no one understands; but in the 
Spirit he speaks mysteries.  But he who prophesies 
speaks to men for their edification, exhortation, and 
consolation.  He who speaks in another language edifies 
himself, but he who prophesies edifies the assembly.  
 1Corinthians 14:2-4 WEB 

Now I desire to have you all speak with other languages, 
but rather that you would prophesy.  For he is greater 
who prophesies than he who speaks with other 
languages, unless he interprets, that the assembly may 
be built up.  But now, brothers, if I come to you 
speaking with other languages, what would I profit you, 
unless I speak to you either by way of revelation, or of 
knowledge, or of prophesying, or of teaching?  
 1Corinthians 14:5-6 WEB 

For if I pray in another language, my spirit prays, but 
my understanding is unfruitful.  What is it then?  I will 
pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the 
understanding also.  I will sing with the spirit, and I will 
sing with the understanding also.  
 1Corinthians 14:14-15 WEB 
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I thank my God, I speak with other languages more than 
you all.  However in the assembly I would rather speak 
five words with my understanding, that I might instruct 
others also, than ten thousand words in another 
language. 1Corinthians 14:18-19 WEB 

If any man speaks in another language, let it be two, or 
at the most three, and in turn; and let one interpret.  But 
if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the 
assembly, and let him speak to himself, and to God.  
 1Corinthians 14:27-28 WEB 

Therefore, brothers, desire earnestly to prophesy, and 
don’t forbid speaking with other languages.  
 1Corinthians 14:39 WEB 

“Passivity.”  

fruit of the Spirit “self-control”
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But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if it is so 
that the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if any man 
doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, he is not his.  
 Romans 8:9 WEB 

“Flesh or Spirit”

in the flesh in 
the Spirit.”  

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but 
by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.  And if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not 
belong to Christ. Romans 8:9 NIV’84 

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in 
the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives 
in you.  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
they do not belong to Christ. Romans 8:9 NIV 

control
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“Passivity”

“The Spirit,”

receive

“second blessing,” “baptism in the Holy Spirit.”

“Understanding Deception”
understand 

“second blessing.”

receive
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filled with the Holy Spirit

filled 
with the Holy Spirit

fleshly
filled with the Holy Spirit

a second blessing baptism in the 
Holy Spirit)

filled with 
the Holy Spirit baptized in the Holy Spirit

being full of the Holy Spirit

a second 
blessing baptism in the Holy Spirit
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There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call—one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all.  But grace 
was given to each one of us according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. Ephesians 4:4-7 ESV 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 
so it is with Christ.  For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.  
 1Corinthians 12:12-13 ESV 
His divine power has granted to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  
 2Peter 1:3-4 ESV 
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On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up 
and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and 
drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”  
Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had 
not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
 John 7:37-39 ESV 

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children. Romans 8:16 NIV 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17 ESV 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 2Corinthians 3:17 ESV 

But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love 
toward mankind appeared, not by works of 
righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to 
his mercy, he saved us through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior; that, being justified by his grace, we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 Titus 3:4-7 WEB 

“Rivers of living water”
“that we are God’s children.”

“Righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.” 
“Freedom.” 
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“The washing of regeneration and renewing by the 
Holy Spirit.” 

full of the Holy Spirit

full of the Holy Spirit

received
filled with

poured out

Now on the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me 
and drink!  He who believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, from within him will flow rivers of living water.”  
But he said this about the Spirit, which those believing 
in him were to receive.  For the Holy Spirit was not yet 
given, because Jesus wasn’t yet glorified.  
 John 7:37-39 WEB 
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I don’t go away, the Counselor 
won’t come to you.  But if I go, I will send him to you.  
 John 16:7 WEB 
“This Jesus God raised up, to which we all are 
witnesses.  Being therefore exalted by the right hand of 
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God, and having received from the Father the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this, which you 
now see and hear.” Acts 2:32-33 WEB 

“poured out”

“But this is what has been spoken through the prophet 
Joel:  ‘It will be in the last days, says God, that I will 
pour out my Spirit on all flesh.  Your sons and your 
daughters will prophesy.  Your young men will see 
visions.  Your old men will dream dreams.  Yes, and on 
my servants and on my handmaidens in those days, I 
will pour out my Spirit, and they will prophesy.’”  
 Acts 2:16-18 WEB (quoting Joel 2:28-29) 
Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For 
the promise is to you, and to your children, and to all 
who are far off, even as many as the Lord our God will 
call to himself.” Acts 2:38-39 WEB 

filled with the 
Holy Spirit

second-blessing filled 
with the Holy Spirit poured out, 
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Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them, who, when they had come 
down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit; for as yet he had fallen on none of them.  They 
had only been baptized in the name of Christ Jesus.  
Then they laid their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit. Acts 8:14-17 WEB 

receive
baptized in the name 

of Christ Jesus.

received



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 311 

baptized in the 
name of Christ Jesus

prayed for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit.

falling on
received 

fall on

second blessing
received

fallen on
filled

disciples

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed 
through the upper country, came to Ephesus, and found 
certain disciples.  He said to them, “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you believed?”  They said to him, “No, 
we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”  He 
said, “Into what then were you baptized?”  They said, 
“Into John’s baptism.”  Paul said, “John indeed 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying to the 
people that they should believe in the one who would 
come after him, that is, in Jesus.”  When they heard 
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
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When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came on them, and they spoke with other languages and 
prophesied. Acts 19:1-6 WEB 

disciples

received

“disciples”

“Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”

“believed,”

“believed”

receiving

Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
 Acts 2:38 WEB 

receiving
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second

received

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
children of God; and if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ; if indeed we suffer with 
him, that we may also be glorified with him.  
 Romans 8:16-17 WEB 

“Foundations for Eternal 
Life,” “What Must I do to be Saved?” 

 “Be Baptized.”  



314 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

“in the name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit”

second-blessing

second-blessing
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second-blessing

second blessing

second blessing

“filled with the Holy 
Spirit”

“second-blessing”

second-blessing
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Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.  If anyone speaks, they should do so as 
one who speaks the very words of God.  If anyone 
serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, 
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ.  To him be the glory and the power for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 1Peter 4:10-11 NIV 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up 
and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and 
drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”  
Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had 
not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
 John 7:37-39 ESV 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you.  You will be witnesses to me in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
uttermost parts of the earth.” Acts 1:8 WEB 

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children. Romans 8:16 NIV 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the 
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Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17 ESV 

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the 
things freely given us by God. 1Corinthians 2:12 ESV 

And such were some of you.  But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  
 1Corinthians 6:11 ESV 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 2Corinthians 3:17 ESV 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you won’t fulfill the 
lust of the flesh. Galatians 5:16 WEB 

For this cause, I bow my knees to the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, that he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his glory, that you may be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the 
inward man . . . Ephesians 3:14-16 WEB 

But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love 
toward mankind appeared, not by works of 
righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to 
his mercy, he saved us through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior; that, being justified by his grace, we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 Titus 3:4-7 WEB 
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Yahweh spoke to Moses face to face,  
as a man speaks to his friend. 

Exodus 33:11 WEB 

The heavens declare the glory of God.  The expanse 
shows his handiwork.  Day after day they pour out 
speech, and night after night they display knowledge.  
There is no speech nor language, where their voice is 
not heard.  Their voice has gone out through all the 
earth, their words to the end of the world.  
 Psalm 19:1-4 WEB 
For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them.  For his invisible 
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
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have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things that have been made.  So they 
are without excuse. Romans 1:19-20 ESV 

When Moses entered into the Tent, the pillar of cloud 
descended, stood at the door of the Tent, and spoke with 
Moses.  All the people saw the pillar of cloud stand at 
the door of the Tent, and all the people rose up and 
worshiped, everyone at their tent door.  Yahweh spoke to 
Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.  
 Exodus 33:9-11WEB 

The men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, 
but Abraham stood yet before Yahweh. Genesis 18:22 WEB 

When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, a man stood in front of him with his 
sword drawn in his hand.  . . .  Yahweh said to Joshua, 
“Behold, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its 
king and the mighty men of valor.” Joshua 5:13, 6:2 WEB 

Yahweh’s angel came and sat under the oak which was 
in Ophrah, that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite.  His 
son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press, to 
hide it from the Midianites.  Yahweh’s angel appeared to 
him, and said to him, “Yahweh is with you, you mighty 
man of valor!” Judges 6:11-12 WEB 

The angel of Yahweh appeared to him in a flame of fire 



320 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

out of the middle of a bush.  He looked, and behold, the 
bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.  
Moses said, “I will go now, and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burned.”  When Yahweh saw that he 
came over to see, God called to him out of the middle of 
the bush, and said, “Moses!  Moses!”  He said, “Here I 
am.” Exodus 3:2-4 WEB 

Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I 
am!” and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.”  But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.”  So 
he went and lay down.  And the LORD called again, 
“Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.”  But he said, “I did not 
call, my son; lie down again.” 1Samuel 3:4-6 ESV 

Behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  
 Matthew 3:17 WEB 

Behold, a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  Listen to 
him.” Matthew 17:5 WEB 

“Father, glorify your name.”  Then a voice came from 
heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  
 John 12:28 ESV 

As he traveled, he got close to Damascus, and suddenly 
a light from the sky shone around him.  He fell on the 
earth, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
do you persecute me?” Acts 9:3-4 WEB 

the prophetic word

And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, 
to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
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shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of 
all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s 
own interpretation.  For no prophecy was ever produced 
by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2Peter 1:19-21 ESV 

While we were staying for many days, a prophet named 
Agabus came down from Judea.  And coming to us, he 
took Paul’s belt and bound his own feet and hands and 
said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews 
at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and 
deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’”  
 Acts 21:10-11 ESV 

But God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and 
said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man, because of 
the woman whom you have taken.  For she is a man’s 
wife.” Genesis 20:3 WEB 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise and 
take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 
and stay there until I tell you, for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy him.” Matthew 2:13 WEB 

He said, “Now hear my words.  If there is a prophet 
among you, I, Yahweh, will make myself known to him 
in a vision.  I will speak with him in a dream.”  
 Numbers 12:6 WEB 
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In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision 
appeared to me, even to me, Daniel, after that which 
appeared to me at the first. Daniel 8:1 WEB 

Peter went up on the housetop to pray at about noon.  
He became hungry and desired to eat, but while they 
were preparing, he fell into a trance.  He saw heaven 
opened and a certain container descending to him, like a 
great sheet let down by four corners on the earth, in 
which were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, 
wild animals, reptiles, and birds of the sky.  A voice 
came to him, “Rise, Peter, kill and eat!” Acts 10:9-13 WEB 

I must go on boasting.  Though there is nothing to be 
gained by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the 
Lord.  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago 
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows.  
 2Corinthians 12:1-2 ESV 

The Jews therefore came around him and said to him, 
“How long will you hold us in suspense?  If you are the 
Christ, tell us plainly.” 
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you don’t believe.  
The works that I do in my Father’s name, these testify 
about me.  But you don’t believe, because you are not of 
my sheep, as I told you.  My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me.” John 10:24-27 WEB 

They went out, and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them, and confirming the word by the 
signs that followed.  Amen. Mark 16:20 WEB 

This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, 
was confirmed to us by those who heard him.  God also 
testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, 
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to 
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his will. Hebrews 2:3-4 NIV 

And she vowed a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if 
you will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and 
remember me and not forget your servant, but will give 
to your servant a son, then I will give him to the LORD 
all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and 
she called his name Samuel, for she said, “I have asked 
for him from the LORD.” 1Samuel 1:11, 20 ESV 

Then he stretched himself upon the child three times 
and cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this 
child’s life come into him again.”  And the LORD 
listened to the voice of Elijah.  And the life of the child 
came into him again, and he revived. 1Kings 17:21-22 ESV 

“Now therefore, Yahweh our God, save us, I beg you, 
out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that you, Yahweh, are God alone.”  . . . 
That night, Yahweh’s angel went out, and struck one 
hundred eighty-five thousand in the camp of the 
Assyrians.  When men arose early in the morning, 
behold, these were all dead bodies. 2Kings 19:19, 35 WEB 

“Now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your 
servants to speak your word with all boldness, while you 
stretch out your hand to heal; and that signs and 
wonders may be done through the name of your holy 
Servant Jesus.”  When they had prayed, the place was 
shaken where they were gathered together. They were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of 
God with boldness. Acts 4:29-31 WEB 



324 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

“I set my rainbow in the cloud, and it will be for a sign 
of a covenant between me and the earth.”  
 Genesis 9:13 WEB 
He gave a sign the same day, saying, “This is the sign 
which Yahweh has spoken: Behold, the altar will be split 
apart, and the ashes that are on it will be poured out.”  
 1Kings 13:3 WEB 
Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be the sign that 
Yahweh will heal me, and that I will go up to Yahweh’s 
house the third day?” 
Isaiah said, “This will be the sign to you from Yahweh, 
that Yahweh will do the thing that he has spoken: 
should the shadow go forward ten steps, or go back ten 
steps?” 2Kings 20:8-9 WEB 

“I will show wonders in the sky above, and signs on the 
earth beneath; blood, and fire, and billows of smoke.  
The sun will be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before the great and glorious day of the Lord 
comes.” Acts 2:19-20 WEB 

“Also put the Urim and the Thummim in the 
breastpiece, so they may be over Aaron’s heart whenever 
he enters the presence of the LORD.  Thus Aaron will 
always bear the means of making decisions for the 
Israelites over his heart before the LORD.”  
 Exodus 28:30 NIV 

“He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain 
decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before the 
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LORD.  At his command he and the entire community of 
the Israelites will go out, and at his command they will 
come in.” Numbers 27:21 NIV 

When Saul inquired of Yahweh, Yahweh didn’t answer 
him by dreams, by Urim, or by prophets.  
 1Samuel 28:6 WEB 

On the day that the tabernacle was raised up, the cloud 
covered the tabernacle, even the Tent of the Testimony:  
at evening it was over the tabernacle, as it were the 
appearance of fire, until morning.  So it was continually.  
The cloud covered it, and the appearance of fire by 
night.  Whenever the cloud was taken up from over the 
Tent, then after that the children of Israel traveled; and 
in the place where the cloud remained, there the 
children of Israel encamped.  At the commandment of 
Yahweh, the children of Israel traveled, and at the 
commandment of Yahweh they encamped.  
 Numbers 9:15-18 WEB 

a sin offering
the scapegoat 

by lot

lots

fingers of a 
man’s hand
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They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of 
silver, of bronze, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 
In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s hand came out 
and wrote near the lamp stand on the plaster of the wall 
of the king’s palace.  The king saw the part of the hand 
that wrote.  Then the king’s face was changed in him, 
and his thoughts troubled him; and the joints of his 
thighs were loosened, and his knees struck one against 
another. Daniel 5:4-6 WEB 

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice, and spoke out to them, “You men of Judea, and 
all you who dwell at Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 
and listen to my words.  . . . 

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know certainly that 
God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 
what shall we do?” 

Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
 Acts 2:14, 36-38 WEB 
With great power, the apostles gave their testimony of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  Great grace was on 
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them all. Acts 4:33 WEB 

Peter opened his mouth and said, “Truly I perceive that 
God doesn’t show favoritism; but in every nation he who 
fears him and works righteousness is acceptable to him. 
. . .  All the prophets testify about him, that through his 
name everyone who believes in him will receive 
remission of sins.” 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit fell on all those who heard the word.  
 Acts 10:34-35, 43-44 WEB 

may 

Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon.  This man was righteous and devout, looking 
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ. Luke 2:25-26 WEB 

“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and 
will remind you of all that I said to you.” John 14:26 WEB 

“However when he, the Spirit of truth, has come, he will 
guide you into all truth, for he will not speak from 
himself; but whatever he hears, he will speak.  He will 
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declare to you things that are coming.  He will glorify 
me, for he will take from what is mine, and will declare 
it to you.  All things whatever the Father has are mine; 
therefore I said that he takes of mine, and will declare it 
to you.” John 16:13-15 WEB 

The Spirit said to Philip, “Go near, and join yourself to 
this chariot.” Acts 8:29 WEB 

While Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to 
him, “Behold, three men seek you.  But arise, get down, 
and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent 
them.” Acts 10:19-20 WEB   

As they served the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Separate Barnabas and Saul for me, for the work to 
which I have called them.” Acts 13:2 WEB 

“Growing in 
Understanding & Wisdom”

Then he opened their minds, that they might understand 
the Scriptures. Luke 24:45 WEB 

Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you 
understanding in all things. 2Timothy 2:7 WEB 

“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel.  After those days,” says the Lord; “I will put 
my laws into their mind, I will also write them on their 
heart.  I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  
 Hebrews 8:10 WEB (quoting Jeremiah 31:33) 

I write these things to you about those who are trying to 
deceive you.  But the anointing that you received from 
him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone 
should teach you.  But as his anointing teaches you 
about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it 
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has taught you, abide in him. 1John 2:26-27 ESV 

And we know that the Son of God has come and has 
given us understanding, so that we may know him who 
is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus 
Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life. 1John 5:20 ESV 

revelation

Let the prophets speak, two or three, and let the others 
discern.  But if a revelation is made to another sitting by, 
let the first keep silent. 1Corinthians 14:29-30 WEB 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on 
behalf of you Gentiles—assuming that you have heard 
of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me 
for you, how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I have written briefly. Ephesians 3:1-3 ESV 

But I make known to you, brothers, concerning the 
Good News which was preached by me, that it is not 
according to man.  For neither did I receive it from 
man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through 
revelation of Jesus Christ. Galatians 1:11-12 WEB 

Then Yahweh opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw 
Yahweh’s angel standing in the way, with his sword 
drawn in his hand; and he bowed his head, and fell on 
his face. Numbers 22:31 WEB 

Elisha prayed, and said, “Yahweh, Please open his eyes, 
that he may see.”  Yahweh opened the eyes of the young 
man; and he saw: and behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire around Elisha.  
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 2Kings 6:17 WEB 

But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God.  And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God.” Acts 7:55-56 ESV 

“stirred up the spirit”

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of Yahweh by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
accomplished, Yahweh stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, 
saying . . . 2Chronicles 36:22 WEB 

Then the heads of fathers’ households of Judah and 
Benjamin, the priests, and the Levites, all whose spirit 
God had stirred to go up, rose up to build Yahweh’s 
house which is in Jerusalem. Ezra 1:5 WEB 

Yahweh stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel, the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua, 
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of 
all the remnant of the people; and they came and 
worked on the house of Yahweh of Armies, their God . . .  
 Haggai 1:14 WEB 

It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may 
learn your statutes. Psalm 119:71 WEB 

Yahweh, I know that your judgments are righteous, that 
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in faithfulness you have afflicted me. Psalm 119:75 WEB 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup.  For anyone who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 
judgment on himself.  That is why many of you are weak 
and ill, and some have died.  But if we judged ourselves 
truly, we would not be judged.  But when we are judged 
by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be 
condemned along with the world. 1Corinthians 11:28-32 ESV 

And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses 
you as sons?  “My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by 
him.  For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives.”  It is for 
discipline that you have to endure.  God is treating you 
as sons.  For what son is there whom his father does not 
discipline?  If you are left without discipline, in which 
all have participated, then you are illegitimate children 
and not sons.  Besides this, we have had earthly fathers 
who disciplined us and we respected them.  Shall we not 
much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?  
For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best 
to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may 
share his holiness.  For the moment all discipline seems 
painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it. Hebrews 12:5-11 ESV 

God, having in the past spoken to the fathers through 
the prophets at many times and in various ways, has at 
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the end of these days spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made 
the worlds. Hebrews 1:1-2 WEB 

scripture

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.  2Timothy 3:16-17 NIV 

Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they 
will be done away with.  Where there are various 
languages, they will cease.  Where there is knowledge, it 
will be done away with.  For we know in part, and we 
prophesy in part; but when that which is complete has 
come, then that which is partial will be done away with.  
 1Corinthians 13:8-10 WEB 
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“Most certainly, I tell you, one who doesn’t enter by the 
door into the sheep fold, but climbs up some other way, 
the same is a thief and a robber.  But one who enters in 
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice.  
He calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out.  
Whenever he brings out his own sheep, he goes before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  
They will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee 
from him; for they don’t know the voice of strangers.”  
 John 10:1-5 WEB 
“I am the good shepherd.  I know my own, and I’m 
known by my own; even as the Father knows me, and I 
know the Father.  I lay down my life for the sheep.  I 
have other sheep, which are not of this fold.  I must 
bring them also, and they will hear my voice.  They will 
become one flock with one shepherd.” John 10:14-16 WEB 

sheep
listen to his voice know his voice

hear my voice

“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; 
I will protect him, because he knows my name.  When 
he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in 
trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.  With long life 
I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.”  
 Psalm 91:14-16 ESV 

“When he calls to 
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me, I will answer him.”  

what 
is normal and common?  

God giving us 
knowledge and understanding

normal and common

“Behold, the days come,” says Yahweh, “that I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with 
the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which 
covenant of mine they broke, although I was a husband 
to them”, says Yahweh.  “But this is the covenant that I 
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will make with the house of Israel after those days,” says 
Yahweh: “I will put my law in their inward parts, and I 
will write it in their heart.  I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.  They will no longer each teach his 
neighbor, and every man teach his brother, saying, 
‘Know Yahweh;’ for they will all know me, from their 
least to their greatest,” says Yahweh: “for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  
 Jeremiah 31:31-34 WEB 

“I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and I will write it in their heart.”  

God giving knowledge and 
understanding.

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and 
will remind you of all that I said to you. John 14:26 WEB 

However when he, the Spirit of truth, has come, he will 
guide you into all truth, for he will not speak from 
himself; but whatever he hears, he will speak.  He will 
declare to you things that are coming. John 16:13 WEB 

But as it is written, “Things which an eye didn’t see, and 
an ear didn’t hear, which didn’t enter into the heart of 
man, these God has prepared for those who love him.”  
But to us, God revealed them through the Spirit.  For 
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the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of 
God.  For who among men knows the things of a man, 
except the spirit of the man, which is in him?  Even so, 
no one knows the things of God, except God’s Spirit.  
But we received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is from God, that we might know the things that 
were freely given to us by God. 1Corinthians 2:9-12 WEB 

Now the natural man doesn’t receive the things of God’s 
Spirit, for they are foolishness to him, and he can’t 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  But 
he who is spiritual discerns all things, and he himself is 
judged by no one.  “For who has known the mind of the 
Lord, that he should instruct him?”  But we have 
Christ’s mind. 1Corinthians 2:14-16 WEB 

You have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all 
have knowledge.  I have not written to you because you 
don’t know the truth, but because you know it, and 
because no lie is of the truth. 1John 2:20-21 WEB 

I write these things to you about those who are trying to 
deceive you.  But the anointing that you received from 
him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone 
should teach you.  But as his anointing teaches you 
about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it 
has taught you, abide in him. 1John 2:26-27 ESV 

For this cause, we also, since the day we heard this, 
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don’t cease praying and making requests for you, that 
you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, that you may walk 
worthily of the Lord, to please him in all respects, 
bearing fruit in every good work . . . Colossians 1:9-10 WEB 

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 
more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you 
may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. Philippians 1:9-11 ESV 

normal 
and common 

to comprehend to know Christ’s love.  

. . . that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 
to the end that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be strengthened to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the width and length and height and depth, and 
to know Christ’s love which surpasses knowledge, that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  
 Ephesians 3:17-19 WEB 

to comprehend to know
Christ may dwell in your hearts.
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But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all liberally and without reproach; and it will be 
given to him. James 1:5 WEB 

“Ask, and it will be given you.  Seek, and you will find.  
Knock, and it will be opened for you.  For everyone who 
asks receives.  He who seeks finds.  To him who knocks 
it will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8 WEB 

They perish because they refused to love the truth and so 
be saved.  For this reason God sends them a powerful 
delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all 
will be condemned who have not believed the truth but 
have delighted in wickedness. 2Thessalonians 2:10-12 NIV 

clarity
certainty

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the 
Cushite woman whom he had married; for he had 
married a Cushite woman.  They said, “Has Yahweh 
indeed spoken only with Moses?  Hasn’t he spoken also 
with us?”  And Yahweh heard it. 

Now the man Moses was very humble, above all the men 
who were on the surface of the earth.  Yahweh spoke 
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suddenly to Moses, to Aaron, and to Miriam, “You three 
come out to the Tent of Meeting!” 
The three of them came out.  Yahweh came down in a 
pillar of cloud, and stood at the door of the Tent, and 
called Aaron and Miriam; and they both came forward.  
He said, “Now hear my words.  If there is a prophet 
among you, I Yahweh will make myself known to him in 
a vision.  I will speak with him in a dream.  My servant 
Moses is not so.  He is faithful in all my house.  With 
him I will speak mouth to mouth, even plainly, and not 
in riddles; and he shall see Yahweh’s form.  Why then 
were you not afraid to speak against my servant, against 
Moses?” Numbers 12:1-8 WEB 

“mouth to mouth, even 
plainly, and not in riddles; and he shall see Yahweh’s 
form” face to face

clarity certainty
clarity certainty
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certain

And we have the prophetic word more fully 
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention 
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation.  
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit. 2Peter 1:19-21 ESV 
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certain
clear
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But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach 
to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, 
let him be accursed.  As we have said before, so now I 
say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.  
 Galatians 1:8-9 ESV 
Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 1John 4:1 WEB 

speaks
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spoken

know 
in part

God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and 
said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man, because of 
the woman whom you have taken; for she is a man’s 
wife”

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.”
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The idols speak 
deceitfully, diviners see visions that lie; they tell dreams 
that are false, they give comfort in vain.  Therefore the 
people wander like sheep oppressed for lack of a 
shepherd

“I have heard what the prophets 
say who prophesy lies in my name.  They say, ‘I had a 
dream!  I had a dream!’  How long will this continue in 
the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the 
delusions of their own minds?”
“Indeed, I am against those who prophesy false 
dreams,” declares the LORD.  “They tell them and lead 
my people astray with their reckless lies, yet I did not 
send or appoint them.  They do not benefit these people 
in the least,” declares the LORD

Yet in like manner these people 
also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject 
authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones

. . . even Satan masquerades as an angel 
of light
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For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face.  
Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, even as I 
was also fully known. 1Corinthians 13:12 WEB 
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influenced
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Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling 
the word of truth. 2Timothy 2:15 ESV 

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into 
myths. 2Timothy 4:3-4 ESV 

rightly handle the word of truth
wandering off into myths

knowledge

understand

Wisdom

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 
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rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on the rock.  And everyone 
who hears these words of mine and does not do them 
will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.” Matthew 7:24-27 ESV 

For the time is coming when people will not endure 
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths. 2Timothy 4:3-4 ESV 

wandering off into 
myths.
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myths 

For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of 
that person, which is in him?  So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God.  Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God.  
 1Corinthians 2:11-12 ESV 

knowledge understanding
wisdom

reason 

reason 

reason
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All who believed were together, and had all things in 
common.  They sold their possessions and goods, and 
distributed them to all, according as anyone had need.  
 Acts 2:44-45 WEB 

For even when we were with you, we would give you this 
command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not 
eat.  For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, 
not busy at work, but busybodies.  Now such persons we 
command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do 
their work quietly and to earn their own living.  
 2Thessalonians 3:10-12 ESV 
Give proper recognition to those widows who are really 
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in need.  But if a widow has children or grandchildren, 
these should learn first of all to put their religion into 
practice by caring for their own family and so repaying 
their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to 
God. 1Timothy 5:3-4 NIV 

Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and 
especially for their own household, has denied the faith 
and is worse than an unbeliever.  No widow may be put 
on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been 
faithful to her husband, and is well known for her good 
deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, 
washing the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in 
trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds.  
 1Timothy 5:8-10 NIV 
If any woman who is a believer has widows in her care, 
she should continue to help them and not let the church 
be burdened with them, so that the church can help 
those widows who are really in need. 1Timothy 5:16 NIV 

“If any member of the community sins unintentionally 
and does what is forbidden in any of the LORD’s 
commands, when they realize their guilt and the sin they 
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have committed becomes known, they must bring as 
their offering for the sin they committed a female goat 
without defect.  They are to lay their hand on the head 
of the sin offering and slaughter it at the place of the 
burnt offering.  Then the priest is to take some of the 
blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar 
of burnt offering and pour out the rest of the blood at 
the base of the altar.” Leviticus 4:27-30 NIV 

“Will man rob God?  Yet you are robbing me.  But you 
say, ‘How have we robbed you?’  In your tithes and 
contributions.  You are cursed with a curse, for you are 
robbing me, the whole nation of you.  Bring the full tithe 
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, 
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you a blessing until there is no more 
need.” Malachi 3:8-10 ESV 
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Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 2Corinthians 9:7 ESV 

compel
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“Now concerning the things about 
which you wrote to me . . .”
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“Division”

Women should remain silent in the churches.  They are 
not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the 
law says.  If they want to inquire about something, they 
should ask their own husbands at home; for it is 
disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.  
 1Corinthians 14:34-35 NIV 

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to 
speak with other languages, as the Spirit gave them the 
ability to speak. Acts 2:4 WEB 
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“But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will 
pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; even on 
my male servants and female servants in those days I 
will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.’”  
 Acts 2:16-18 ESV 

your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy.  

disgraceful

daughters shall
prophesy

The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the 
LORD; he turns it wherever he will. Proverbs 21:1 ESV 
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The king rejoices in your strength, LORD.  How great is 
his joy in the victories you give! Psalm 21:1 NIV 

scripture tradition

reason experience
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Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from 
Jerusalem, saying, “Why do your disciples disobey the 
tradition of the elders?  For they don’t wash their hands 
when they eat bread.” 

He answered them, “Why do you also disobey the 
commandment of God because of your tradition?  For 
God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ 
and, ‘He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be 
put to death.’  But you say, ‘Whoever may tell his father 
or his mother, “Whatever help you might otherwise have 
gotten from me is a gift devoted to God,” he shall not 
honor his father or mother.’  You have made the 
commandment of God void because of your tradition.  
You hypocrites!  Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, 
saying, ‘These people draw near to me with their mouth, 
and honor me with their lips; but their heart is far from 
me.  And in vain do they worship me, teaching as 
doctrine rules made by men.’” Matthew 15:1-9 WEB 

traditions



362 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your 
Father.” Matthew 10:29 NIV’84 

“the 
will of”

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  And not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.”  
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 Matthew 10:29 ESV 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care.”  
 Matthew 10:29 NIV 

“. . . apart 
from your Father”

book of life

Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This 
is the second death, the lake of fire.  If anyone was not 
found written in the book of life, he was cast into the 
lake of fire. Revelation 20:14-15 WEB 



364 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

“The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to 
rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction.  And 
the dwellers on earth whose names have not been 
written in the book of life from the foundation of the 
world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is 
not and is to come.” Revelation 17:8 ESV 

written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world”

“from the foundation of the world”

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with 
hands, which are copies of the true things, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on 
our behalf.  Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the 
high priest enters the holy places every year with blood 
not his own, for then he would have had to suffer 
repeatedly since the foundation of the world.  But as it 
is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  
 Hebrews 9:24-26 ESV 

since the foundation of the 
world from the 
foundation of the world

after

after
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controls “The Holy Spirit,”
“Controlling or Empowering?”

We know that whoever is born of God doesn’t sin, but he 
who was born of God keeps himself, and the evil one 
doesn’t touch him. 1John 5:18 WEB 

We know that anyone born of God does not continue to 
sin; the One who was born of God keeps them safe, and 
the evil one cannot harm them. 1John 5:18 NIV 

We know that everyone who has been born of God does 
not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God 
protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.  
 1John 5:18 ESV 

“whoever is born of God doesn’t sin”

“he who was born of God keeps 
himself,” born of God

“the One who was 
born of God keeps them safe,”

“them”
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born of God

“the evil one doesn’t touch him,”
“the evil 

one cannot harm them.”  

“haptomai”

attach 
himself to

touch harm
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“A Neutral Attitude”
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“But when a righteous person turns away from his 
righteousness and does injustice and does the same 
abominations that the wicked person does, shall he live?  
None of the righteous deeds that he has done shall be 
remembered; for the treachery of which he is guilty and 
the sin he has committed, for them he shall die.”  
 Ezekiel 18:24 ESV 

“This is the will of my Father who sent me, that of all he 
has given to me I should lose nothing, but should raise 
him up at the last day.  This is the will of the one who 
sent me, that everyone who sees the Son, and believes in 
him, should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at 
the last day.” John 6:39-40 WEB 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me.  I give eternal life to them.  They will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all.  
No one is able to snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  
I and the Father are one.” John 10:27-30 WEB 

“Remain in me, and I in you.  As the branch can’t bear 
fruit by itself, unless it remains in the vine, so neither 
can you, unless you remain in me.  I am the vine.  You 
are the branches.  He who remains in me, and I in him, 
the same bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.  If a man doesn’t remain in me, he is thrown 
out as a branch, and is withered; and they gather them, 
throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”  
 John 15:4-6 WEB 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
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angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 Romans 8:38-39 NIV 

But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, 
being a wild olive, were grafted in among them, and 
became partaker with them of the root and of the 
richness of the olive tree; don’t boast over the branches.  
But if you boast, it is not you who support the root, but 
the root supports you.  You will say then, “Branches 
were broken off, that I might be grafted in.”  True; by 
their unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by 
your faith.  Don’t be conceited, but fear; for if God 
didn’t spare the natural branches, neither will he spare 
you.  See then the goodness and severity of God.  
Toward those who fell, severity; but toward you, 
goodness, if you continue in his goodness; otherwise you 
also will be cut off. Romans 11:17-22 WEB 

For concerning those who were once enlightened and 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word of God, and 
the powers of the age to come, and then fell away, it is 
impossible to renew them again to repentance; seeing 
they crucify the Son of God for themselves again, and 
put him to open shame. Hebrews 6:4-6 WEB 

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, 
and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.  
Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without 
mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses.  How 
much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved 
by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, 
and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he 
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was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?  
 Hebrews 10:26-29 ESV 

eternal 
security
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before him.  In love he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will . . .  
 Ephesians 1:3-5 ESV 

he chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world before 
the foundation of the world us in him

before the foundation of the 
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world
holy and blameless

he predestined us for adoption as 
sons.”  us

Not only so, but ourselves also, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for adoption, the redemption of our body.  
 Romans 8:23 WEB 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he 
also glorified. Romans 8:29-30 ESV 

foreknown predestined



 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 373 

“foreknew” “predestined”

“predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son.”  

“conformed to the image of his Son”

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will 
be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him 
as he is.  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure. 1John 3:2-3 ESV 

“those whom he justified 
he also glorified.”  

glorification

glorified
glorified

foreknowing predestining
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foreknows

predestined

The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man 
with his wife, it is better not to marry.” 

But he said to them, “Not everyone can receive this 
saying, but only those to whom it is given.  For there are 
eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are 
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and 
there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs 
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  Let the one who 
is able to receive this receive it.” Matthew 19:10-12 ESV 

“Not everyone can receive this saying, but 
only those to whom it is given.  For there are eunuchs who 
have been so from birth . . .”  

“saying.”  
“saying”

it is better not to marry

“Have you not read that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and female, and said, 
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‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh’?  So they are no longer two but one flesh.  What 
therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.” Matthew 19:4-6 ESV 

“it’s better not to marry,”

“saying”

“it’s better not to 
marry”

systematic theology
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“Then he will say also to those on the left hand, ‘Depart 
from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire which is 
prepared for the devil and his angels . . .’”  
 Matthew 25:41 WEB 

“Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Most certainly I tell 
you, because you didn’t do it to one of the least of these, 
you didn’t do it to me.’  These will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  
 Matthew 25:45-46 WEB 
“And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out.  It is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye 
than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their 
worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’  For 
everyone will be salted with fire.” Mark 9:47-49 ESV 

The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of 
fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet 
are also.  They will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever. Revelation 20:10 WEB 
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A little while, and the wicked will be no more; though 
you look for them, they will not be found. Psalm 37:10 NIV 

But the wicked shall perish.  The enemies of Yahweh 
shall be like the beauty of the fields.  They will vanish— 
vanish like smoke. Psalm 37:20 WEB 

For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; 
you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you.  
 Psalm 73:27 ESV 

A senseless man doesn’t know, neither does a fool 
understand this: though the wicked spring up as the 
grass, and all the evildoers flourish, they will be 
destroyed forever. Psalm 92:6-7 WEB 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. John 3:16 WEB 

. . . then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from 
trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment 
until the day of judgment . . . 2Peter 2:9 ESV 

Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This 
is the second death, the lake of fire.  If anyone was not 
found written in the book of life, he was cast into the 
lake of fire. Revelation 20:14-15 WEB 

“He will wipe away from them every tear from their 
eyes.  Death will be no more; neither will there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more.  The first 
things have passed away.” Revelation 21:4 WEB 
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“Look to me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for 
I am God, and there is no other.  I have sworn by myself.  
The word has gone out of my mouth in righteousness, 
and will not be revoked, that to me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall take an oath.  They will say of me, 
‘There is righteousness and strength only in Yahweh.’”  
 Isaiah 45:22-24 WEB 
For it is written, “‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘to me every 
knee will bow. Every tongue will confess to God.’”  
 Romans 14:11 WEB 

Therefore God also highly exalted him, and gave to him 
the name which is above every name; that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 
those on earth, and those under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11 WEB 

For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, 
because we have set our trust in the living God, who is 
the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.  
 1Timothy 4:10 WEB 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 
for all people . . . Titus 2:11 ESV 

The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some 
count slowness; but is patient with us, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 2Peter 3:9 WEB 

And he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the whole world. 1John 2:2 WEB 
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Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 
a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
handling the word of truth. 2Timothy 2:15 ESV 



380 Building on Foundations for Eternal Life 

“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!” 
Mathew 3:2, 4:17 WEB 

“But if I by the finger of God cast out demons,  
then the Kingdom of God has come to you.” 

Luke 11:20 WEB 

And when it was day, he departed and went into a 
desolate place.  And the people sought him and came to 
him, and would have kept him from leaving them, but he 
said to them, “I must preach the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was 
sent for this purpose.” Luke 4:42-43 ESV 

“good news of the kingdom of God”
“the kingdom of God”

In those days, John the Baptizer came, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, saying, “Repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand!” Matthew 3:1-2 WEB 

From that time, Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
“Repent!  For the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  
 Matthew 4:17 WEB 
Now after John was taken into custody, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the Good News of God’s Kingdom, 
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and God’s Kingdom is 
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at hand!  Repent, and believe in the Good News.”  
 Mark 1:14-15 WEB   
He sent them out to preach God’s Kingdom and to heal 
the sick. Luke 9:2 WEB 

After his suffering, he presented himself to them and 
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.  He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the kingdom of God. Acts 1:3 NIV 

Paul stayed two whole years in his own rented house 
and received all who were coming to him, preaching 
God’s Kingdom, and teaching the things concerning the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, without hindrance.  
 Acts 28:30-31 WEB 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20 ESV 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21 WEB 

And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of 
them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” Matthew 18:2-3 ESV 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For 
you shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces.  For 
you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would 
enter to go in.” Matthew 23:13 ESV 

“And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out.  It is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye 
than with two eyes to be thrown into hell...” Mark 9:47 ESV 

“Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
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kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”  
 Mark 10:15 ESV 

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How 
difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were amazed at his 
words.  But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how 
difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”  
 Mark 10:23-25 ESV   

“Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”  
 Luke 18:17 ESV 

Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How 
difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!  For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” Luke 18:24-25 ESV   

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  
 John 3:3 ESV 

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God.” John 3:5 ESV 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 
who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit 
the kingdom of God. 1Corinthians 6:9-10 ESV 

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
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enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these.  I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19-21 ESV 

For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is 
sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, 
an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and God. Ephesians 5:5 ESV 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 Colossians 1:13-14 ESV 

“What is the Kingdom of 
God?”

“Kingdom of heaven”
“Kingdom of God” “God’s Kingdom”

“the Kingdom of God”
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entering

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were 
loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”  
 Revelation 11:15 ESV 

“My Kingdom is not of this world.  If my Kingdom were 
of this world, then my servants would fight, that I 
wouldn’t be delivered to the Jews.  But now my Kingdom 
is not from here.” John 18:36 WEB 

“of this world,”
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Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is 
not coming in ways that can be observed, nor will they 
say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the 
kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” Luke 17:20-21 ESV 

“Spirits of 
Deception,”

“If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself.  
How then will his kingdom stand?” Matthew 12:26 WEB 

“If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his 
kingdom stand?  For you say that I cast out demons by 
Beelzebul.” Luke 11:18 WEB 
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And the devil took him up and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and said to 
him, “To you I will give all this authority and their 
glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to 
whom I will.  If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 
yours.”  And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you 
serve.’” Luke 4:5-8 ESV 

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and 
established it on the waters. Psalm 24:1-2 NIV 

While the words were still in the king’s mouth, there fell 
a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it 
is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, and you 
shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling 
shall be with the beasts of the field.  And you shall be 
made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time 
shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High 
rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.”  
 Daniel 4:31-32 ESV 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  
 Matthew 28:18 NIV 

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do 
your father’s desires.  He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
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there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks out of 
his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  
 John 8:44 ESV 
Pilate therefore said to him, “Aren’t you speaking to 
me?  Don’t you know that I have power to release you, 
and have power to crucify you?” 

Jesus answered, “You would have no power at all 
against me, unless it were given to you from above.  
Therefore he who delivered me to you has greater sin.”  
 John 19:10-11 WEB 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.  
For there is no authority except from God, and those 
that exist have been instituted by God.  Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.  
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.  
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority?  
Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
for he is God’s servant for your good.  But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain.  
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Romans 13:1-4 ESV 

Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising 
questions of conscience, for, “The earth is the Lord’s, 
and everything in it.” 1Corinthians 10:25-26 NIV 
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“the Most High rules the 
kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will”

gives it to whom he 
will.  

given

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 
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trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very 
little will also be dishonest with much.  So if you have 
not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who 
will trust you with true riches?  And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give 
you property of your own?” Luke 16:10-12 NIV 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.  
For there is no authority except from God, and those 
that exist have been instituted by God.  Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.  
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.  
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority?  
Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
for he is God’s servant for your good.  But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain.  
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.  Therefore one must be 
in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for 
the sake of conscience.  For because of this you also pay 
taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending 
to this very thing.  Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes 
to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is 
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owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom 
honor is owed. Romans 13:1-7 ESV 

Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human 
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or 
to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil 
and to praise those who do good.  For this is the will of 
God, that by doing good you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish people.  Live as people who are 
free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but 
living as servants of God.  Honor everyone.  Love the 
brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the emperor.  
 1Peter 2:13-17 ESV 
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He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 Colossians 1:13-14 ESV 

“Foundations for Eternal 
Life” “What must I Do to be 
Saved?”

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  
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Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats.  And he will place 
the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  Then 
the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.’”  
 Matthew 25:31-34 ESV 

When they had preached the gospel to that city and had 
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the 
disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 
saying that through many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God. Acts 14:21-22 ESV   

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God 
acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a 
consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:28-29 NIV 

As you know, we exhorted, comforted, and implored 
every one of you, as a father does his own children, to 
the end that you should walk worthily of God, who calls 
you into his own Kingdom and glory.  
 1Thessalonians 2:11-12 WEB 

Listen, my beloved brothers.  Didn’t God choose those 
who are poor in this world to be rich in faith, and heirs 
of the Kingdom which he promised to those who love 
him? James 2:5 WEB 

Therefore, brothers, be more diligent to make your 
calling and election sure.  For if you do these things, 
you will never stumble.  For thus you will be richly 
supplied with the entrance into the eternal Kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 2Peter 1:10-11 WEB 
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“the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like.”  

He set another parable before them, saying, “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 
in his field . . .” Matthew 13:24 WEB 

He set another parable before them, saying, “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed, 
which a man took, and sowed in his field . . .”  
 Matthew 13:31 WEB 

He spoke another parable to them.  “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like yeast, which a woman took, and hid in 
three measures of meal, until it was all leavened.”  
 Matthew 13:33 WEB  

“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden 
in the field, which a man found, and hid.  In his joy, he 
goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field.”  
 Matthew 13:44 WEB  
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“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who is a 
merchant seeking fine pearls . . .” Matthew 13:45 WEB  

“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a dragnet, that 
was cast into the sea, and gathered some fish of every 
kind . . .” Matthew 13:47 WEB  

He said to them, “Therefore, every scribe who has been 
made a disciple in the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man 
who is a householder, who brings out of his treasure 
new and old things.” Matthew 13:52 WEB  

“Therefore the Kingdom of Heaven is like a certain 
king, who wanted to reconcile accounts with his 
servants.” Matthew 18:23 WEB  

“For the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who was the 
master of a household, who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.”  
 Matthew 20:1 WEB  

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a certain king, who 
made a marriage feast for his son . . .” Matthew 22:2  WEB 

“Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten virgins, 
who took their lamps, and went out to meet the 
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bridegroom.” Matthew 25:1 WEB  

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like.  
A man scatters seed on the ground.” Mark 4:26 NIV 

Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God 
is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  It is 
like a mustard seed . . .” Mark 4:30-31 NIV 

“Foundations for 
Eternal Life.”  
“Things We Do,” “Things God Does,” “Things God and We 
Do,” “Things We Should NOT Do.”  

“in 
Christ” “Foundations 
for Eternal Life”
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in Christ

in Christ!

in Christ
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more.  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man.  He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God.  He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed away.” 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I 
am making all things new.”  Also he said, “Write this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  And 
he said to me, “It is done!  I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end.  To the thirsty I will 
give from the spring of the water of life without 
payment.  The one who conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son.”  
 Revelation 21:1-7 ESV 

I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  The city does not 
need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  The nations 
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 
bring their splendor into it.  On no day will its gates ever 
be shut, for there will be no night there.  The glory and 
honor of the nations will be brought into it.  Nothing 
impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what 
is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. Revelation 21:22-27 NIV 
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No longer will there be any curse.  The throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will 
serve him.  They will see his face, and his name will be 
on their foreheads.  There will be no more night.  They 
will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, 
for the Lord God will give them light.  And they will 
reign for ever and ever. Revelation 22:3-5 NIV 

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” Revelation 21:4 ESV 


